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DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


THE PETITIONS IN THE LITANY OF THE 
SACRED HEART 


Il]. Heart or Jesus, INFINITE IN Majesty, HAVE MERcy 
Upon Us. 


The next petition of the litany addresses the Sacred Heart as 
“infinite in majesty.” It is somewhat unusual to connect the idea 
of majesty with the Sacred Heart, or with any heart at all, and, 
therefore, some explanation is necessary. We generally ascribe 
majesty to some person, and especially to a king, who in power and 
dignity surpasses the rest of mankind, and particularly his own sub- 
jects. We apply the adjective majestic also to a man’s language, 
bearing and gestures, but it is only in a figurative sense that we can 
speak of the majesty of a heart, meaning thereby that it is the source 
of noble thoughts and words and of sublime actions. 

God is infinite in majesty, such as we poor mortals, with our 
feeble intellect, cannot worthily appreciate and describe. Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God, and, therefore, His Divine Heart is a 
Heart infinite in majesty, inseparably connected with the glory of 
God’s majesty, because it is personally united with the Godhead. 
St. Paul says of our Lord that He is the brightness of God’s glory 
and the figure of His substance (Heb. i, 3). The brightness of: 
God’s majesty has radiated from His Heart from the moment when 
It was formed in the most pure womb of Mary, and Jesus as- 
sumed the nature of man. Divine Majesty has never ceased to shine 
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forth from the Sacred Heart, although it was hidden under the 
veil of our Lord’s human form. During His life on earth our 
Saviour was in a state of debasement and humiliation (cf. Phil. ii, 
7, 8), but again and again on important occasions His Divine 
Majesty was revealed in the supernatural and wonderful dignity 
that He possessed. 

O Jesus, our Divine Master, help us in this meditation to recog- 
nize the infinite majesty of Thy most Sacred Heart in the various 
events of Thy life, and to love Thee with all our hearts. 

With what splendor did the Kings of Israel reign, at the time 
when the nation was at the climax of its power! In all their sub- 
sequent misery and suffering the children of Israel always looked 
back to this period and hoped for its recurrence. 

Solomon, the son of David, displayed the most lavish magnificence, 
and the temple that he built was resplendent with gold and precious 
stones. A wonderful description of his own palace occurs in the 
seventh chapter of the Third Book of Kings. He was famous far 
and wide for his wisdom, and the Queen of Sheba, the ruler of a 
great state in the south of Arabia, came to Jerusalem for the ex- 
press purpose of seeing him and testing his wisdom. As she stood 
before him, she was overpowered by all his majesty and splendor, 
and said: “The report is true, which I heard in my own country, 
concerning thy words and concerning thy wisdom. ... Blessed 
are thy men and blessed are thy servants, who stand before thee 
always and hear thy wisdom” (3 Kings x, 5-8). 

The people of Israel looked forward to the coming of a Messias 
whose majesty should equal that of Solomon. But when Jesus, the 
true Messias, was born, everything appeared to be at variance with 
their expectations, especially with those of the more worldly minded 
Jews. According to the prophecy of Micheas, the place of His 
birth was not Jerusalem, the capital of Judea, but the little town of 
Sethlehem. He did not occupy a cradle in a stately room of some 
inagnificent palace, but He lay in a manger in a poor stable, having 
beside Him no company of attendants, but only His poor parents; 
Mary, His Virgin Mother, who was the first to offer Him homage, 
with deep joy and reverence; and St. Joseph, her faithful com- 
yenion and protector. 

But was not this Infant, Whose little Hands perhaps were tremb- 
ling with cold, majesty itself? Yes, such was indeed the case; it 
was He of whom the prophet in bygone ages had said: “A Child 
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is born to us, and a Son is given to us, and the government is upon 
His shoulder; and His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
God, the mighty, the Father of the world to come, the Prince of 
peace. His empire shall be multiplied, and there shall be no end 
of peace; He shall sit upon the throne of David and upon his king- 
dom, to establish it and strengthen it with judgment and with jus- 
tice, from henceforth and for ever” (Is. ix, 6, 7). 

There is no need to trouble about thrones or sceptres. Almighty 
God, Whose Son lay in the manger, is at no loss for means of re- 
vealing His Majesty. He had already prepared the messengers who 
were to proclaim His coming, being sent to the poor and lonely, to 
shepherds, watching their flocks by night. “And behold an angel 
of the Lord stood by them, and the brightness of God shone round 
about them, and they feared with a great fear. And the angel said 
ic them: ‘Fear not; for behold I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, that shall be to all the people. For this day is born to you a 
Saviour, Who is Christ the Lord, in the city of David. And this 
shall be a sign unto you. You shall find the infant wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger’ ” (Luke ii, 8-12). Such is 
the evangelist’s story; but this is not all. Not one angel only, but a 
multitude of the heavenly host was commissioned by God to make 
known the glad tidings to the shepherds, and to honor with songs 
of exultation the dawn of that long expected Redemption. “And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army, 
praising God and saying: ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men of good will’” (vv. 13, 14). Heaven had come down 
to earth, and for a brief space this vale of tears resounded with 
songs of praise, the everlasting strains of triumph sung by angelic 
spirits for the benefit of poor, despised shepherds. They went with 
haste to Bethlehem, “and they found Mary and Joseph, and the In- 
fant lying in a manger” (v. 16). After the revelation that they had 
received from heaven, they could not be misled by the Child’s help- 
lessness and weakness, nor by the poverty of His dwelling. He 
Who lay before them was the King promised to Israel, the Saviour 
of Whom Jacob the patriarch prophesied, when he said: “The scep- 
tre shall not be taken away from Juda, nor a ruler from his thigh, 
till He come that is to be sent, and He shall be the expectation of 
nations” (Gen. xlix, 10). Yes, truly, this Child was God’s own 
Son, to whom, according to the Psalmist, the Lord said: “Thou 
art my son, this day have I begotten thee” (Ps. ii, 7). His smile, 
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His Hand outstretched in blessing, had more power to gladden the 
hearts of the shepherds, the first called to believe in Him, than the 
favor of any earthly monarch. They fell down in adoration before 
Him, and let us too kneel and say with all the fervor of which our 
hearts are capable: “Heart of Jesus, infinite in majesty, have mercy 
upon us.” 

In that Heart is the infinite love that constrained the Son of God 
to annihilate the immeasurable interval between God’s Majesty and 
the weakness of a little Child, between the glory of the Heavenly 
King and the poverty of the manger. 

How boundless is the majesty of the Sacred Heart, which we 
adore in the new-born Child! | 

Consider, too, the first of the Gentiles, who came to offer Him 
their homage. These were the Three Wise Men from the East, 
or the Three Kings, as they are called in some places. They, too, 
were summoned by a messenger from heaven, but in their case it 
was not an angel, but a brilliant star that guided them to Him 
whom Balaam the prophet called a star, when he said: “A star shall 
rise out of Jacob” (Num. xxiv, 17). They brought offerings of 


gold, frankincense and myrrh, gifts that seemed too costly for the 
poor stable in Bethlehem, yet welcome to Mary and Joseph, who, 
perhaps, spent them in alms bestowed upon the poor in the name 
of the Son of God, or in providing for their own flight into the land 
of Egypt. The wise men, too, fell down and adored the Infant, 
Whose voice was raised only when He wept over our misery. 
Rich Kings as they were, representatives of the “Kings of Tharsis 


’ 


and the islands,” they offered presents, as the Psalmist foretold 
(Ps. Ixxi, 10), and poured out their wealth before Him, Who de- 
sires above all things the love of our hearts. Heart of Jesus, 
infinite in majesty, have mercy upon us! 

If we study the history of our Lord’s Life, we shall see that His 
Divine Majesty is constantly revealing itself. 

When He was twelve years old, He stayed behind in the Temple, 
and for the first time allowed His heavenly wisdom to shine forth 
before the teachers of His nation, men familiar with the law and 
all the books of the Old Testament; and, when His parents com- 
plained that they had sought Him sorrowing for three long days, 
He replied with dignity: “How is it that you sought me? did you 
not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” (Luke ii, 49). 
God is His Father; God, in Whose honor the glorious Temple was 
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built and on Whose festivals the Israelites gathered together from 
every land. How wonderful were the dignity and majesty of the 
twelve-year-old Boy! 

feart of Jesus, infinite in majesty, have mercy upon us! 

As Jesus went to and fro during the years of His public minis- 
try, poor Himself, and accompanied by poor men, who were His 
Apostles and disciples, although He had not where to lay His Head 
(Luke ix, 58), He displayed His majesty in all His words, actions 
and even movements. St. Mark tells us that the multitudes “were 
astonished at His doctrine, for He was teaching them as One hav- 
ing power, and not as the scribes” (Mark 1, 22; cf. Matth. iv, 28 etc.). 

How plainly did He reveal His dignity when in His righteous 
anger He reproved the scribes and Pharisees, unmasked their 
hypocrisy and warned them of the Judgment to come! 

It would be impossible to mention all the occasions on which His 
majesty appeared unmistakably. Even during the Passion, which 
He foretold so solemnly in that marvellous farewell discourse rec- 
orded by St. John, the majesty of His Heart shone forth conspicu- 
ous, in spite of all the shame and suffering that He underwent. 
With what majesty did He not answer the high-priest who said: 
“I adjure Thee, by the living God, that Thou tell us if Thou be 
the Christ, the Son of God.” Our Lord, standing as a prisoner, ac- 
cused by His enemies, replied with calm dignity: “Thou hast said 
it; nevertheless I say to you, hereafter you shall see the Son of 
Man sitting on the right hand of the Power of God, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven” (Matth. xxvi, 63, 64). 

Even on the Cross our Lord cried with a loud voice, such as no 
dying man would have: “Father, into Thy Hands I commend My 
Spirit” (Luke xxiii, 46). This was His last testimony to His Divine 
origin and majesty, given at the hour of His Death, but after His 
glorious Resurrection the time had at length come for Him to re- 
veal the infinite majesty of His Sacred Heart, that was thenceforth 
no longer shrouded and obscured by the weakness and sufferings 
of His Life an earth. His Apostles and disciples enjoyed a few 
brief glimpses of Him in the splendor of His glorified body, but 
since His Ascension the angels and saints in heaven have beheld 
His full glory without interruption, for now He occupies the Throne 
at the right hand of the Father, there to reign for ever over the 
hearts of those who love Him, and who contemplate with joy the 
glory and majesty of His most loving Heart. Amen. 





SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 


BY THE REV, FREDERICK REUTER 
SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF CIRCUMCISION 
A Lovine CHILD 


My dear Children: In your Bible History you have learned how 
the good St. Joseph had to take the Blessed Virgin and the Divine 
Child to Egypt. It was on account of Herod, who wanted to kill 
Jesus. 

During the sojourn of the Holy Family in that strange country, 
St. Joseph did every thing a good father could do for a child. 
After the death of Herod an angel appeared and commanded him 
to return into his own country. He obeyed, took the Child and His 
Mother and came into the land of Israel. This great solicitude on 
the part of the foster father of our dear Lord reminds us of the 
great care which pious parents take of their children, in order to 
protect them from their numerous enemies. Your welfare, children, 
is the dearest object of your parents’ care, for which you owe 
them your heartfelt gratitude; but since you are not able to thank 
them for it as they deserve, you should at least love them from the 
bottom of your heart. 

I am going to tell you why you should love your parents. 

First : { all it is an instinct implanted in us by nature. Did you 
ever observe what tender feelings not only domestic animals but 
also wild beasts show towards their parents. This instinct is 
imparted to them by their Creator. See the little child how it 
smiles upon its mother. Just think, dear children, what a monster 
is a boy or girl who acts against this natural impulse. 

Furthermore, we are often put to shame by the heathens and the 
Gentiles who simply followed the natural law. Pliny the Younger, 
who was a Roman and a heathen, at the risk of his own life saved his 
mother from burning to death, at the time of the great eruption of 
Mt. Vesuvius in the southern part of Italy. Will a Christian boy 
or girl suffer a Gentile to surpass them in this virtue? Listen to the 
words of Holy Scripture: “He that afflicteth his father, and chaseth 
away his mother, is infamous and unhappy.” 

Children, you all remember the fourth Commandment: “Honor 
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thy father and thy mother.” Here you see, it is a Command from 
God to love your parents. God says in another place: “Son, support 
the old age of thy father, and grieve him not in his life.” To those 
who love their parents God has promised great rewards. “He that 
honored his father shall have joy in his own children; and in the day 
of his prayer he shall be heard.” And do you know, children, God 
has kept His promises; in the old Law we find a multitude of ex- 
amples. There was Isaac, Jacob and Joseph, who loved their par- 
ents sincerely; they enjoyed in this world a long, contented and 
happy life. You all know how Joseph was rewarded by becoming 
the first man of the country in which he lived, he was placed next to 
the king. 

History relates an incident in the life of Frederick, King of 
Prussia. The king one day rang a bell to summon his page, and 
not receiving an answer he opened the door and found his page fast 
asleep in a chair. 

He advanced towards him, and was about to waken him, when 
the king perceived a letter hanging out of the page’s pocket. 

Curiosity prompted the king to know what it contained; so he 
took it out and read it. It was a letter from the young man’s 
mother, in which she thanked him for having sent her part of 
his money to relieve her misery, and telling him that God would 
reward him for his filial affection. 

The King, after reading it, went softly to his chamber, took out 
a purse full of money, and slipped it, along with the letter, into 
the page’s pocket. Returning to his chamber, he rang the bell so 
loudly that it awoke the page, who instantly made his appearance. 

“You have had a good sleep,” said the King. 

The page was at a loss how to excuse himself, and putting his 
hand into his pocket by chance, to his utter astonishment, found 
there the purse. He took it out, and turned pale when he saw 
what it was. 

“What is that?” said the King; “what is the matter?” 

“Oh, sire,” said the young man, throwing himself on his knees, 
“some one is trying to ruin me. I know nothing of this money 
that I have just found in my pocket, nor do I know how it has 
been put there.” 

“My young friend,” said the King, “God often does great things 
for us even in our sleep. Send that to your mother, greet her on 
my part, and assure her that I will take care of both her and you.” 
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Children, filial love springs from the depth of the heart. A 
child that loves its parents sincerely rejoices when they are happy, 
and is sad when they are grief-stricken. What a beautiful example 
of tender love is that given to you, dear children, by the young 
Tobias. He could not be induced by Raguel, his father-in-law, 
to stay a few days longer after the wedding. “I know,” said he, 
“that my father and mother now count the days; and their spirit is 
grievously afflicted within them.” And to Raphael he said: “Thou 
knowest that my father numbereth the days, and if I stay one day 
more, his soul will be afflicted.” Would to God I could say of all 
children that they love their parents with the same tenderness. 

My dear children, a sincere love demands that you should rejoice 
the heart of your parents, by leading a virtuous life and praying 
for them. Nothing rejoices the heart of a good father and a pious 
mother more than the well-regulated, Christian life of their children. 
Parents value their children more than gold, silver, or precious 
stones; their eyes rest upon them with pleasure and satisfaction, 
and frequently in the joy of their heart they lift up their eyes 
to God, saying: “Thanks be to God! we have good and well- 
behaved children, who never cause us any sorrow.” 

Blessed Sebastian was a very obedient child. He never required 
to be told anything a second time, because it was his delight to 
attend to the first wish and to the first word of his parents. 

One day he was left by his mother in the kitchen to watch some 
food which was boiling on the fire; he attended as faithfully as 
he could to the orders he had received, but, in spite of all his care, 
it boiled over, and was spilt upon the floor. 

The little boy was very much troubled at what had happened, 
for, in a poor family like his, this was a great misfortune, and he 
knew how grieved his mother would feel at the loss. But he never 
thought of concealing what had happened, or even of making 
excuse as most children do. He almost expected that he might 
be punished, yet, when his mother came in, he went towards her, 
saying at once: “O mother, if you like, I am ready to be beaten, 
because the pot on the fire has all boiled over.” 

His mother did not punish nor even scold her little son, because 
she was a good woman, who rejoiced to see this proof of Sebas- 
tian’s truthfulness and obedience. 

If you love your parents sincerely, you will pray for them 
always; when they are stricken down by sickness do not fail to 
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send for the priest. Should you lose your dear parents by death, 
let it not be said of you: “Out of sight, out of mind.” St. Louis, 
King of France, when in Palestine, received the news of his 
mother’s death; at once he retired to pray for the repose of her 
soul. Then he had many masses said for her, and sent stipends to 
the various churches of his dominions, that prayers might be offered 
for the soul of his dearly-beloved mother. 

Such was the solicitude of this holy son. And if you follow his 
example by loving your parents sincerely it will be well with you 
here and hereafter. 





FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 


RESPECT TO PARENTS 


“And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject to 
them.” 


In these few words, my dear children, the evangelist sums up 
eighteen years of the life of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 


“He was subject to them.” To whom? To Mary, His mother, 
and to Joseph, His foster-father. Therefore, the Child Jesus is 
a most perfect pattern for each and every one of you, to show you 
how to fulfill your duties towards your parents. If you reverence 
them, if you love and obey them, you render them that honor that 
God requires at your hands. And why should you not love them 
with all the ardor of your heart? Do they not represent God as 
your Creator, because it is through them that the Almighty called 
you into life? And are they not your preservers, in that they take 
His place in looking after the health of your body and the good 
of your soul? 

It is related of the Blessed Thomas More that he never left his 
home, even in the days of his power, without having first asked on 
lis knees the blessing of his aged father. What an admirable 
example for us! For Sir Thomas More was a man who had gained 
the plaudits of the world,—a man whom princes and kings sought 
as an honored friend. Yet we see him, unspoiled by the flattery 
of a nation, caring only for the benediction of that aged one whom 
he called by the loving name of father. 

I once heard of two sons who bore a very great love to their 
widowed mother. As this good woman did not have the use of 
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her limbs, it was impossible for her to hear Mass on Sundays. Of 
all her afflictions, this seemed the hardest to bear, for she was a 

evoted adorer of the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. Her 
sons, knowing the anguish she suffered, determined on a plan by 
which they could satisfy her pious wish. To her old armchair they 
attached two poles, and by this means they were able to carry her 
to God’s temple. The people of the village where they lived, seeing 
them approaching, gathered flowers to strew in their way, and 
begged God to shower His blessings upon them. Soon the news 
was brought to the pastor of the church. Ascending the 
pulpit, he chose for his text: “Honor thy father and thy mother, 
as the Lord thy God hath commanded thee,” and his sermon was 
full of force, for his people felt that in the two noble boys they 
had an example worthy of imitation. So will it be with us, if we 
honor those whom God has placed over us. 

A touching incident that happened in the life of Pope Benedict 
XI. ought to teach us the reverence we should pay our parents, 
no matter in what condition of life they are placed. This good man 
was the son of an humble shepherd. When he was raised to the 
Pontifical Throne, and word being spread throughout Rome that his 
mother was coming to visit him, the whole city went out to do her 
honor. Magnificently dressed, she was introduced into the presence 
of the Pope. Disappointed, the Holy Pontiff turned away with 
the words: “That lady cannot be my mother for she is too poor 
to purchase such a costume.” Not a word would he speak to her 
while she was so attired, but when she returned later wearing the 
humble gown he knew so well, he lovingly embraced her saying: 
“Ah, this is my mother now! There is no one in the world that 
loves his mother more than I do mine.” 

Again, my dear children, let me impress upon you that you ought 
to be very obedient to your parents, doing all that they command, 
and avoiding all that they forbid. By your good behavior, give 
joy to those that take God’s place in your regard, and above all, be 
ready to extend to them a helping hand in their poverty and old age. 

There was once an industrious cabinet maker, who seemed to 
be amassing not a little wealth. One day, a neighbor asked him what 
he did with all his money. He replied: “With part I pay my 
debts, while I put the rest out on interest.” The other asked him 
to explain what he meant. He answered with a smile: “I mean 
just what I say. I give back to my aged parents the money they 
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have spent on me—that is my debt—and what I now spend on my 
children, I look upon as capital which I hope to get repaid with 
interest when I am old.” Are not the words of this man but too 
true? What our parents do for us is a debt which we are bound 
al some time of our lives to repay. 

No more examples are needed, my dear children, to show that 
it is a sacred duty for you to honor your parents throughout your 
whole life. To the Fourth Commandment alone does God attach 
a temporal blessing, for the words of Holy Writ respecting it are: 
“Honor thy father and thy mother that thou mayest be long lived 
upon the land which the Lord thy God will give thee.” Yes, honor 
them always, my children, and God will reward you by restoring you 
to their embrace when the shadows of this life have passed away. 





SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
MARRIAGE WITH GOD AND WITHOUT GOD 


“There was a marriage in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was 
there. And Jesus also was invited, and His disciples.” 

One thought from the text of to-day that ought to leave its 
impress on your minds, my dear children, is that the Mother of 
Jesus, and Jesus Himself, were guests at this humble wedding. It 
is remarkable, indeed, that nowhere in the holy Gospels do we find 
it recorded that our Divine Saviour attended a wedding of the rich, 
yet here “in Cana of Galilee’ He is present at a marriage of the 
poor. How very happy must not this bride and groom have felt 
to be honored with His Sacred Presence! 

And why did the Redeemer of the world interrupt His mission, 
as it were, to attend this humble ceremony? To teach us that 
thereby marriage was raised to the dignity of a Sacrament, and 
that only such a marriage, where Jesus and Mary are found in the 
hearts of the bride and groom, is worthy of His divine blessing. 
At Cana of Galilee, it is certain that only good people, pious and 
simple souls, were present, else our Divine Lord and the Blessed 
Virgin would not have been there. 

From all this we may learn how full of consolation to Holy 
Mother Church is a Catholic marriage—a union where man and 
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wife profess the same faith, and, side by side, receive the same 
Sacraments. 


On the contrary, how unsatisfactory and full of evil forebodings 
is a mixed marriage—a union between a Catholic and a non- 
Catholic. Divided on the main point, religion, husband and wife 
are constantly at variance. The one cannot understand the views 
of the other, and so religion is a subject that must not be discussed, 
for if it is, a quarrel is sure to ensue. 


On a bright sunshiny day, some years ago, a Catholic young 
woman and a Protestant young man were united in the Sacrament 
of Matrimony. Things went on smoothly for some months, but 
as time passed, the Catholic wife found that her religion was 
becoming the subject of constant quarrel. In fact, if she wished 
to attend Mass on Sunday, it meant she would have to endure for 
the rest of the week the cruelty of her tyrannical husband. Silently 
she bore his bodily injuries, thinking that her patience at least might 
have an effect on him. But no! 

One day, all too soon, the end came. Her husband had come 
home for dinner, and finding the meat not to his liking, he was 
silent for a few moments, but the expression of his face showed 
how far his evil passion had gained the mastery over him. Sud- 
denly he darted towards her, clenching his knife in his hand and 
with fury and rage flashing from his eyes. The poor wife turned 
deathly pale, and swooned away in fright. Some time after she 
regained consciousness, but not for long, for in a day or two she 
died, unmourned by the man to whom she had pledged her life. 


This, my dear children, is but one case out of many, showing 
the sad consequences of a mixed marriage. Is it any wonder the 
Church forbids us to enter into such unions? At times, it is true, 
they may lead to the conversion of the non-Catholic party, but, as a 
rule, they have not the blessing of Almighty God. 


Another beautiful thought, my dear children, is suggested to us 
in to-day’s Gospel. “And the wine failing, the Mother of Jesus 
said to Him: ‘They have no wine.’” How tender is the consid- 
eration of the Mother of God for the feelings of the young bride 
and groom. “They will be mortified if they realize that their guests 
are without due provision,” the Blessed Mother thinks within her- 
self, and turning to Jesus, she explains their need. Just a simple 
request, yet Jesus, on account of it, works His first miracle before 
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His time. How tenderly does Mary thus teach us the lesson—if 
we want anything we must ask for it. Let us lift up our hearts to 
God in prayer, when we are in need. In His own good time He 
will hear us, if we only persevere long enough. 


There was once a heathen boy who had been stolen by 
soldiers from his father’s home, and taken to a distant country. 
There, Catholic missionaries were preaching the gospel to the 
natives, and among those to receive the gift of faith, was the stolen 
child. At his baptism he was given the name of Thomas. As he 
was devoted to his parents, and longed to be with them again, his 
constant prayer was that the good God would some day lead them 
to the country where he was. One day, the priest of the settle- 
ment, seeing the youthful Thomas gazing with longing eyes over the 
sea, said to him: “Thomas, my child, what are you looking at so 
earnestly?” “I am looking to see if Jesus has heard my prayer,” 
replied the boy. “I asked Him to send my parents here that they 
might become Christians, and I want to see if the ship is coming.” 


Day after day, for two long years, Thomas went down to the 
shore,—one thought uppermost in his mind—“Would God hear his 
prayer?’ But day after day he returned, disappointed. Still, he 
never wearied. No word of distrust escaped his lips. He was con- 
stant and hopeful, where others would have faltered. 


At length, after long waiting, the priest, one day, saw the boy 
running towards him, his face wreathed in smiles. “Well, Thomas,” 
said the venerab'e man, “what makes you so happy?” “Oh, Father!” 
cried the boy, “Jesus has heard my prayers at last. I knew He 
would! My father and mother have come. They are in the big 
ship that has just landed.” 


And so would our prayers be answered, my dear children, if our 
faith were anything like that of the little Thomas. 


Let us pray then perseveringly when we are in any necessity. 
Even if a miracle is needed, Jesus will work that miracle at the 
entreaty of an humble prayer. And let us not forget to ask the 
Mother of God to intercede for us with her Divine Son, for He 
cannot do otherwise but grant her petitions now, just as he did in 
the days of old. Above all, may Jesus be always in our company 
whether at work or at play. Recreation and enjoyment are neces- 
sary for us, after we have done our due share of work. Why then 
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should we not ask Jesus to bless it too, so that we may gain merit 
for heaven? 





THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
SIN, THE LEPROSY OF THE SOUL 


My dear children: How beautifully the Church places before | 
our eyes to-day, the compassionate and tender mercy of our Divine 
Lord! Two men in dire affliction have only to name their requests, 
and their petitions are granted. The first sufferer, a leper, meets 
Jesus as He comes down from the mountain, and having adored 
the Man-God, begs in pleading tones: “Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean.” And forthwith our Lord touched him, say- 
ing: “I will, be thou made clean.” 

In our Lord’s time, my dear children, the fatal disease of leprosy 
had made great headway. No matter what precautions were taken, 
the people did not seem to be able to stay its progress. Those 
afflicted with it were obliged to remain outside the city walls for 
fear of spreading the dread contagion. Nowadays, such persons 
are exiled to Molokai, an island of the Hawaiian group, where 
charitable priests and religious devote their lives to the cause of 
aiding these poor unfortunates. In our Lord’s day, however, there 
was no such charity exercised in their behalf. Their nearest rela- 
tives shunned them,—their lonely desolate lives were pitiable in the 
extreme. 

But of what is this disease of leprosy a type, my dear children? 
Of sin,—mortal sin. On every side of us to-day there are lepers 
spreading their foul contagion far and wide. We do not notice 
them, for they are subject to no civil laws. They are not kept 
without the city gates; they mingle with us daily,—yet they are 
covered with a leprosy of the soul, far more fatal than the leprosy 
of the body. They are hideous in Ged’s sight, and should be so in 
ours. And we too may become one of them if we do not avoid 
mortal sin. 

The great St. Philip Neri loved God so much that he thought 
of nothing else all day long; and his whole life was spent in trying 
to induce others to love God also. He used to say: “Oh! if I 
could only keep people from offending God, how happy I would be!” 
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On one occasion, a number of boys were amusing themselves in 
the room where St. Philip was reading. As their noise was 
almost unbearable, some one complained of them to the saint, 
but he quietly answered: ‘Let them alone; let them play. There 
is only one thing I wish, and that is, that they keep from sin.” 

My children, that is the only evil we should dread in this world 
—sin. Yet we must not despair. If we have been so unfortunate 
as to fall from grace, the Sacrament of Penance is always at our 
command to restore us to God’s friendship. Our good Jesus did 
not send the leper away, disappointed in his hope; neither will 
He fail us, if we come to Him, desiring to be cured. As St. Augus- 
tine says, God cures all evils, but only for those who ask Him to 
do so. 

Yet, although by the Sacrament of Penance we are cleansed 
from sin, we must always remember that we are still most unworthy 
of God’s grace. “Lord, I am not worthy,” said the centurion, and 
this word the Church teaches each one of us to repeat, especially 
when we are preparing for Holy Communion. Many seem not to 
receive the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar with the proper dis- 
positions! They show it by their exterior conduct, and by their 
indifferent and heedless bearing, when approaching the altar rails. 

In childhood, my dear children, you should accustom yourselves 
to receive our dear Lord frequently, so that you may never be 
afflicted with the leprosy of the soul. Your hearts should be pure 
and holy, full of humility, reverence and love. When the time 
comes for Holy Communion, you should call upon the angels and 
saints to accompany you to the Holy Table, and to help you receive 
your God devoutly. 

It is related that a pious nun once had a vision during Mass, at 
the time when the people were kneeling to receive Holy Com- 
munion. As the priest descended from the altar, she saw Jesus 
in visible form in the Sacred Host. While the holy man was 
distributing the sacred particles, Jesus seemed to stretch out His 
arms and to be most eager to unite Himself to some of the com- 
municants, but to show signs of disgust as He approached others. 
On seeing this, the nun lovingly said to Jesus: “My dear Lord, why 
do you approach these so unwillingly since they seem to be as 
devout as the others?” Jesus deigned to reply: “My daughter, 
the souls into whom you see Me enter so gladly are those who 
always try to please Me; the others are full of faults and sins.” 
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Once more, my dear children, let me urge you, when you go 
up to the altar of God to receive Him in the Sacrament of His 
love, do it with all the fervor in your power. Ask our good 
Mother Mary to prepare your little heart to be a fit abiding 
place for her Son, that each Communion may lead you nearer to 
the Throne of God, there to praise and bless Him forever and 
ever. 














SHORT SERMONS FOR LOW MASS 
THE SUNDAY AFTER THE CIRCUMCISION 


“He shall be called a Nazarite.”—Matt. ii, 23. 


Three days’ journey from Jerusalem, at the foot of a mountain, 
lies the little town of Nazareth, dear to every Christian heart. 
It was here that the archangel greeted Mary and the greatest 
miracle of Divine love was wrought, the miracle that we honor 
daily with the words of St. John: “The Word was made Flesh.” 
After Herod’s death, faithful St. Joseph directed his steps hither, 
bringing the Blessed Virgin and the Divine Child, entrusted by 
God to his care, back to his poor dwelling, where he led with 
them a life of poverty indeed, but of a poverty far surpassing 
in happiness all the riches of the world; for surely happiness 
must have prevailed in that humble house, where God Himself 
had taken up His abode. 

The little town, which was our Lord’s dwelling place in His 
childhood, was immortalized by the fact that He was known by 
its name, and in a lesser degree we may say of it what is still 
more true of the Cross. The Cross, the mark of the deepest 
shame, was sanctified by Jesus, and in the same way He made 
the name of Nazarene honorable and holy. All Galileans were 
despised by the Jews, but the inhabitants of Nazareth were con- 
sidered more despicable than any others, and to call a man a 
Nazarene was an insult. Yet the early Christians often gave 
themselves this name, for it expressed to them the fact that our 
highest glory is to be found in the deepest humility. Jesus de- 
sired to be called a Nazarene, it was His will to be despised, and 
for our sake he descended into the lowest depths of humiliation, 
but while He seems to be scorned by men, He is revealing Him- 
self to us in all the glory of His incomprehensible humility, for 
He stooped thus low in order to raise us to the dignity of being 
God’s children. Therefore, it ought to be our delight to humble 
ourselves for love of Him. 

When, therefore, the Jews intended to insult our Lord by 
calling Him a Nazarene, they were really, without knowing it, 
proclaiming His majesty and love, and honoring Him. The same 
is the case with those who ridicule Christ and His Church, and 
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flatter themselves that they are doing right and are amusing, 
The foolish speeches which such people utter only serve to reveal 
more clearly the glory of Christianity, which they assail with their 
paltry, conceited words. 

It is a remarkable result of the perversity produced by sin in 
the human heart, that a man is far more apt to be ashamed of 
what is good than of what is bad, of justice and truth rather 
than of injustice and falsehood. Hence the foolish language, to 
which I have referred, may easily tempt us to be ashamed of 
Christ, or at least to behave as if we did not care much for His 
doctrines or the commandments of His Church, etc. 

We are afraid of boldly contradicting false statements and con- 
fessing our faith, lest we should be regarded as wanting in intellect 
or uneducated. 

In short, figuratively, if not literally, we shrink from being called 
Nazarenes. Let us banish such fear of men from our hearts by 
thinking that our Divine Lord was willing to have the contemptuous 
name of Nazarene given also to Him. 

How can we be His followers, if we always want to receive 
praise and applause even from those who are in error and who 
have no faith at all? If those who do not respect Christ, scorn 
and despise us; if they ridicule us because we love Him, let us 
regard it as an honor to be called Nazarenes, as He was. Let us not 
be satisfied merely to bear the name, but let us follow His example 
and be indeed also true Nazarenes. 

Apart from its connection with the name of Nazareth, the word 
Nazarite is used in a sense derived from the Hebrew, and means 
solitary, dedicated to God, holy. Thus Samson speaks of himself 
as a Nazarite, consecrated to God (Judges xvi, 17), and in every 
generation under the old dispensation there were men who cut them- 
selves off from the world, making God their sole aim, and dedicating 
their whole life to virtue and the service of the Lord. Scripture 
describes Nazarites of this sort as “whiter than snow, purer than, 
milk, fairer than the sapphire.”’* 

The whiteness and purity of snow and milk symbolize the purity 
and innocence distinguishing these men, and the blue sapphire 
denotes the intention that animated them. It is easy to see how 


* They consecrated themselves to God by vows, or, like Samuel and Sam- 
son, were dedicated to His service by their parents. It was not usual for 
this dedication to be lifelong. The Nazarite law is given in Numbers vi. 
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applicable in this sense the sacred name of Nazarite was to our 
Lord, and we ought to follow His example and be Nazarites of 
this kind. May innocence dwell in your hearts, and may your 
whole lives be characterized by perfect purity. Pray often to 
Jesus and ask Him to be your guide, so that you may avoid every- 
thing that would make you unlike Him. In every word and 
thought show yourselves worthy to bear His holy name. His 
mind was always set on heaven; strive to direct all your thoughts 
thither. Make it your habit in early life to seek the things of 
cternity, not those of this world. Let not the joys and amusements 
of this life be of great importance in your sight, but make it your 
aim day by day to become more worthy of the delights of heaven. 
Let it not be your chief object to please your fellow-creatures, but 
let the thought that influences you in all your occupations be to 
avoid incurring God’s displeasure; yes, strive to become more 
pleasing to Him every day, and let this be the chief care of your 
hearts. The world is always trying to entangle us with the num- 
berless fancies and cravings of earth, and to make us forget God, 
but may it never reign supreme over you, but rather may the good 
resolution to attain to holiness, and by way of holiness to heaven, 
inotive all your actions. May heaven be far more real and far more 
desirable to you than earth, may eternal happiness far outweigh all 
the happiness of this life, and may God be far more precious to 
you than men. May your efforts to love and serve Him be like 
a brilliant sapphire adorning the crown of everlasting glory, which 
from childhood on you have been doing your best to earn. In this 
way you may be Nazarites indeed,-holy, loyal to God, pure and 
heavenly-minded, like Jesus Christ, our great Example. 

Jesus will help us, if we want to be Nazarites in this sense; 
the name itself assures us of His readiness to assist us, for, accord- 
ing to another interpretation, it means branch, offshot or blossom. 
This name was well suited to Him, for the prophet Isaias calls Him 
the rod or shoot coming out of the root of Jesse, and the flower 
rising up out of it, 7. e., out of David’s family (ls. xi, 1). Jere- 
mias, too, speaks of the bud of justice which is to spring forth 
from David (Jer. xxxiii, 15). This interpretation of the word 
Nazarite as meaning flower, branch or shoot suggests that in and 
through Christ alone we shall all find salvation; for our true wel- 
fare consists in our being most closely united with Him. If we 
are branches of the Nazarite, branches of the true vine (which is 
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Christ), the sap of Divine grace will flow from Him into our hearts, 
and enable us to bring forth the good fruit of holiness of life 
and purity of mind. As branches we remain in union with Christ, 
forming part of that tree which bears good fruit for eternal life. 
Thus the word Nazarite reminds us that we ought to be branches 
of Christ, and just.as the branch receives life from the stem, so 
ought we by His grace to receive the life of grace which will 
enable us to practise all the virtues that He desires. He, the 
Nazarite, the All-Holy, will help us, so that our hearts may become 
a fair garden, in which the noblest virtues are the flowers. As 
true Nazarites in this sense of the word, let us always ask our Lord 
not to withhold His grace, but to help us to practise all the virtues 
which will make us worthy of the name. Let us promise never to 
be ashamed of Him, but to cling to Him with holy faith and love. 
Well will it be for us when God calls us away from the exile of 
this life, if we are allowed to enter the eternal Nazareth, where 
Jesus is, and all His holy family, all who are truly His and have 
deserved to be called His elect, after living by His grace a life 
full of faith, purity and good will. Amen. 





FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 


“Jesus was subject to them.”—Luke ii, 51. 

Pride lies at the root of human misery, for it misleads men to 
their own disadvantage, and makes them set themselves up against 
God and their fellow men. Pride refuses to submit to any author- 
ity and leads only to destruction. Our Lord by His twofold 
obedience sets us a great example of humility, the virtue opposed 
to pride. He showed obedience to God by conforming to the 
Divine precept requiring Him to go to Jerusalem. But in order 
to show that obedience to human authority is always connected with 
obedience to God, He obeyed His holy Mother Mary and his foster- 
father, St. Joseph, and was subject to them. It is wonderful to 
think that the Son of God humbled Himself so far as to obey 
weak human beings. Nothing is better calculated to conquer the 
recklessness and pride that incline us to disobey those in authority 
over us, than the thought of the Child Jesus, listening to His 
parents’ words in the little house at Nazareth, ready to do what- 





SHORT SERMONS FOR LOW MASS 231 


ever they bid Him and eager to carry out their wishes precisely 
and without delay. He teaches us most emphatically to be obedient 
to our superiors; obedience directed all His actions throughout His 
life. Just as when a child He obeyed His parents, so later on He 
obeyed the rulers of the state, for instance by paying tribute. By 
His example He taught us patience even in the greatest sufferings, 
as He allowed Himself to be taken prisoner by the servants of 
those in authority, rebuked Peter for drawing his sword and 
healed the man’s ear that had been cut off. “Be obedient to your 
superiors” is the lesson taught by the holy Child at twelve years 
of age—be attentive to His words; for disobedience is a wrong not 
enly to your superiors, but also to Him, since it is His will that 
you should obey them. To all superiors applies the command- 
ment: “Thou shalt do whatsoever they shall say, that preside in the 
place which the Lord shall choose, and what they shall teach accord- 
ing to His law, and thou. shalt follow their sentence, neither shalt 
thou decline to the right hand nor to the left hand” (Deut. xvi, 
10, II). 

St. Peter tells us to “be subject to every human creature for 
God’s sake,” 7. e., although your superiors are only human beings 
like yourselves, the power that they have over you is from God. 
They are given you by Him, to order you, in His place, to do 
what is expedient for the whole community; hence you must be 
subject to them as His representatives. We see from these pas- 
sages that obedience to superiors is a necessary consequence of 
obedience to God. It would be useless to imagine that you were 
pious and good servants of God if you did not try to pay the 
obedience due to your superiors, because God has set them over 
you. 

Why does God require us to be obedient? Because without 
obedience every individual would be ruined and the whole of human 
society be thrown into confusion. Disobedience involves ruin for 
the individual. A child cannot understand what is good for him; 
he knows very little about the world, himself or Almighty God. He 
regards as good many things that would be injurious to him, and 
the corruption of our human nature makes him think most un- 
pleasant what is most beneficial. Supposing a child were always 
to do only what he chose, and were not forced to follow the right 
course by the affectionate, but if necessary stern compulsion of 
his superiors, what would be the result? He would be ruined both 
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in body and in soul. But it is a mark of God’s love that He sets 
people over the child, who by their care and authority can supply 
what he still lacks in the way of experience and training. Grati- 
tude for such care ought to make children eager to obey, and where 
there is no obedience, there is only sinful ingratitude. 

Not only children but grown-up persons also need guidance. 
Although a man may be able to form a correct opinion of himself 
and of the various circumstances of life, he may still not be able 
to consider all circumstances exactly, or to see everything in its 
true light ; he may make mistakes and require some higher authority 
to keep him back from dangerous and harmful paths. Moreover, 
there are many passions apt to lead astray even intelligent and 
highly educated people. What a benefit it is for such, if they are 
subject to the authority of others, who can regard matters impar- 
tially, and how advantageous it is for them, if they do not cast 
good advice to the winds, but follow it! By doing so they are 
acting for their own welfare. 

It follows from Holy Scripture that we ought to obey our supe- 
riors even if we do not know why they order us to do this or that, 
and do not see that the thing ordered is expedient for us. 

True obedience consists in doing a thing simply because it is 
crdered. A man who obeys an order, merely because he sees that 
the thing ordered is advantageous to him, is obeying not so much 
his superior as his own understanding. Hence it is no excuse for 
disobedience if any one says: “I shall not do as I am told, because 
I do not see the good of it.” A remark of this kind proves that he 
knows nothing of the principles underlying Christian obedience. 
The temptation to disobedience is still greater when pride in our 
own hearts and wills makes us fancy that we know the reasons 
why a certain command is laid upon us, but regard them as trivial, 
and, as we understand the matter better than our superior, we need 
not obey him. What obedience would there ever be if every sub- 
ordinate had first to criticize the reasons why he was ordered 
to do anything, and then decide whether they seemed satisfactory 
or not, thinking that he was bound to obey only if the reasons 
agreed with his own views. He would certainly discover that the 
reasons for doing anything disagreeable were insufficient, and only 
what was pleasant would appear obligatory, and thus his own 
will would take the place of obedience. 

Suppose that every member of a large community or family, 
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every person in a town or country, before obeying, had to decide 
whether the reasons for the command were clear and agreeable to 
him—what would happen? 

One would refuse to obey, another would obey only partially, 
and complete confusion would result, families, towns and countries 
would be ruined. Obedience is the bond uniting human beings, and 
without it men must perish. Hence Church and State alike require 
us to obey. If you intend to be faithful members of the Church 
and good citizens,—in other words, if you mean to be genuine 
Christians, you must early accustom yourselves to obedience, not 
what is often called obedience nowadays, which is just doing what 
is pleasant, but real obedience paid to a superior regardless of your 
own opinions, simply because it is God’s will that obedience be paid 
to superiors as His representatives. If you do not now accustom 
yourselves to obey them, you will never obey God Himself. Can 
we ever perceive what He has in view in the manifold circum- 
stances of our life on earth? Are we not so shortsighted as often 
to be mistaken with regard to what God in His wisdom requires of 
us? Is not the life of a Christian an incessant submission to God 
in faith? Yes, unless we obey Him we shall never reach heaven, 
which our forefathers lost by their disobedience. You will never 
obey God properly unless you learn betimes to submit to those in 
authority over you, who speak to you in His name. He who when | 
young criticises the orders of his superiors, and rejects all that do 
not please him, will afterwards treat God’s commandments in the 
same way. Experience shows us that atheists and unbelievers 
always begin by disobeying their parents and elders. Therefore, if 
you truly love God, and wish to be faithful to Him throughout your 
lives, regard obedience as a most sacred duty. Keep Jesus always 
before your eyes, and whenever a temptation to disobedience arises 
in your hearts, let the Divine Child look at you with love and say: 
“My child, I, too, was subject to Mary, My mother, and to My holy 
fosterfather.” Amen. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 


“The mother of Jesus saith to Him: ‘They have no wine.’”—John ii, 3. 

Life is a marriage-feast at which people seem to sit comfortably 

side by side; every one appears to wish to contribute as much as 
possible to his neighbor’s pleasure and happiness, and yet nothing 
fails so often as the wine of charity. Hence the Church to-day 
reminds us of the Holy Name of Jesus, to tell us that we, too, 
ought to invite Him to share our feast, so that if the wine of 
Divine love tends to fail, He may give it to us again. Jesus is the 
name of everlasting love, let us glorify it, and beg our Lord to 
come and take up His abode with us, and work in us spiritually the 
miracle that He wrought long ago in Cana. What was that 
miracle? He changed water—the less noble liquid—into wine—the 
more noble. To change what was worse into what was better, to 
transform a sinful human heart into one pleasing to God, was the 
task of His infinite love, and we, too, ought to strive to transform 
what is base within us into something honorable, and what is good 
into something better. Such is our task here on earth; in the 
midst of our mean, temporal exertions, cares and struggles, we have 
to earn the noblest of all treasures, heaven, eternal bliss. O happy 
indeed shall we be at the hour of death, when Jesus will turn our 
last tears, forced from us by the bitter deceptions of life, into the 
wine of everlasting joy! 

The name of Jesus encourages us to cooperate with our Lord in 
the important business of transforming what is base within us into 
what is noble, in zealously working with Him at the task of our 
sanctification. 

How can we do this? Let us ask Him how He effected the 
change of the lower into the higher, and then we shall see what we 
have to do. It was at a wedding that He changed water into wine, 
and He did it because He is always ready to listen to any one, and 
His kind heart is always disposed to grant every prayer. In a 
higher sense He had already accomplished what in a lower sense 
He did at the marriage feast. He came down from heaven and 
was born into the world, uniting His divine nature with our frail 
human nature, which was thus infinitely exalted and ennobled. The 
Church reminds us of this fact at every Mass, for, when the 
priest pours the wine into the chalice, he mixes it with water. The 
wine signifies our Lord’s Divinity and the water His Humanity, 
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as is stated in the prayer said by the priest: “O God, who didst 
wonderfully create and dignify the human race, and hast still more 
wonderfully reformed it; grant that by the mystery of this water 
and wine, we may be made partakers of His Godhead, who vouch- 
safed to become partaker of our manhood, Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 
‘ our Lord.” Yes, by assuming our human nature, Christ united 
it with the divine nature in the unity of His Divine Person, and 
thus to some extent made us, weak mortals as we are, participators 
in His Divine Nature. What an honor for us! What a stimulus 
to do all in our power to become more worthy of this favor, to 
strive more and more to attain to the bliss that Jesus has obtained 
for us, and to become better, through growing in likeness to God. 
Why did our Lord do all this? Why did He unite His Humanity 
so closely with His Divinity? In order that humanity might be one 
with God. His incomprehensible love worked this miracle. 

Yet this was not all. Man was to advance from one stage of 
perfection to another; and our Lord teaches us this lesson very 
beautifully. At the marriage feast He changed the water into wine, 
and at the last supper He changed wine again into His Sacred Blood, 
that He shed for the remission of the sins of many. Over and over 
again, whenever Mass is said He allows this miracle of the chang- 
ing of wine into His Blood to take place, that we may unite with 
Him, and through this close union may be gradually transformed 
and raised to the dignity of true children of God. What caused 
Him to do this? It was again His love, His infinite, incompre- 
hensible love. 

Now we can return to our former question: How can we co- 
operate with our Lord in the work of our sanctification? By enter- 
ing into the infinite love of God; by letting ourselves, our hearts 
and minds be penetrated by that love, by letting every action in 
our whole life be in harmony with the words of Thomas a Kempis: 
“All is vanity, except to love God and serve Him alone.” If we 
love God, the muddy water of sin must be changed into the refresh- 
ing wine of forgiveness. Love God, and in this love begin to fight 
against your passions, hard as the struggle may seem. Have you 
not in your heart a guest able to change water into wine? Can it be 
more difficult to convert you than to work this miracle? Both are 
hard things, far beyond your human strength, but nothing is too 
difficult for Him Whom you love, therefore be not despondent. 
One drop of evil passion after another will be changed in your heart 
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to virtues, if only you suffer Him to do His Will, and cooperate with 
Him as far as you are able. 

However much we exert ourselves and look to see what amount 
of good wine we have ready, we shall always have to confess that 
it is very, very little. This is not because our Divine Guest, whom 
we have lovingly invited, has not used His grace, but because in 
our carelessness we are always adding fresh water, that is to say, 
fresh sins, or because we are not exact in our obedience to the 
orders that He gives, but imagine ourselves to know better than 
He does, and, therefore, the transformation of our poor weak 
hearts into strong and perfect ones is effected very slowly. We 
ought to acknowledge that even if we have toiled for a long time 
at our own improvement, we have not cast off all that is evil as 
much as we should have done. Do not let us be satisfied that in 
one or other respect the transformation of the water into wine has 
really taken place, but let us rather fix our attention upon the 
points where the change has not yet been effected. If you have 
improved, you have not yet improved as much as you might and 
ought to have done. Therefore, do not rest contented with the 
good wine that God’s grace has poured into your hearts, but strive 
every day to become better and more perfect. You ask, per- 
haps, how you are to do this; by loving Jesus more day by day; 
love Him more deeply and let that be the aim of your lives. 

Love of our Lord can change the water of your deeds, and works 
into the good wine of actions pleasing to God. How hard a man 
works who does not love God! He toils, labors, suffers and strug- 
gles, but because there is no love of our Lord in his heart, all his 
efforts are in vain, or, at best, deserve only an earthly reward; 
for work done without love of Jesus has its reward only in this 
world. But as soon as he begins to labor for love of our Lord, 
to do what He wills and because He wills it, then all his works 
are transformed into merit, entitling him to heaven as his reward, 
and at last the bitter cup of labor, toil and trouble will be filled with 
the golden wine of eternal happiness. Love Jesus daily more and 
more, and your whole lives will be changed, a commonplace suc- 
cession of little tiresome duties and trivial annoyances and suf- 
ferings will become a series of good deeds, meriting an eternal 
recompense. 

Love Jesus truly, and your hearts and minds will be changed! 
Our hearts and minds, even if not deeply stained with sin, are apt 
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to be very poor and miserable. What can a heart feel that is void 
of love of God? Pleasure only in fleeting, childish and foolish 
things. And in the same way the thoughts of a mind without love 
of Jesus are never noble, but are prompted by wretched curiosity 
and interest in what is beneath our notice. Hearts and minds in 
which love of Jesus has no place, cling to foolish amusements and 
trivial gossip, to things that do not concern them and have no good 
results—truly a pitiable state of affairs. But the more fervent is 
our love of Jesus, the more will our hearts long for higher things 
and strive to attain them, and our minds will be inspired from 
above to know and desire what is holy, so that we shall become 
more accessible to all good influences and more kindly disposed 
towards our neighbors. What is hard in us will be softened, what 
is mean will be ennobled and what is stained and disfigured with 
sin will acquire a heavenly beauty. If you do your best to raise 
your hearts and minds, the improvement will be seen sooner or 
later in your outward life, which will be transformed, when true 
love of Jesus has penetrated, purified and transformed your hearts. 
You will be gentle and loving to your neighbors, doing much good 
and preventing much evil; you will do your duty cheerfully and 
willingly, and so benefit yourselves and others, and by your life, 
works and sufferings you will be sources of true holiness and hap- 
piness. 

Love Jesus ever more and more, and your life that has hitherto 
perhaps been like water, rendering yourselves and others miserable, 
will be changed into the holy wine of love, gentleness and true 
piety. 

Let us, therefore, invite our Lord to the marriage feast in our 
hearts, where our earthly life is united to heaven. Let Him be 
our welcome guest, whose love will transform what is bad in us, 
so that sin may give place to purity; passions to virtues, work on 
earth to eternal merit, and our struggles here to glorious results 
and heavenly dispositions. Amen. 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 


“Jesus saith: ‘I will come and heal him.’ ”—Matth. viii, 7. 

Ever recurring separation governs all our life on earth. What 
time unites must also be separated by time, “for we have not here 
a lasting city” (Hebr. xiii, 14), and it is well for us that this is 
the case. The fact that we must necessarily be cut off from the 
things of this world makes us think of Him, from Whom we 
need never separate; and the remembrance of friends, lost to us 
by the circumstances of life or by death, and unable to console or 
help us, reminds us of One who is always near us and whose 
power to help never fails. Jesus is everywhere, always ready to 
assist us, and wherever He is, we find comfort, strength and bless- 
ing. He stood still beside the leper, stretched out His hand and 
healed him. To the centurion He said kindly: “I will come,” al- 


though the Roman, being full of faith, knew that Jesus was really 
present with his sick servant, even if He did not actually come, 
and his faith was rewarded. Wherever Jesus is, we find comfort, 
strength and blessing, and He is always in every place; hence there 


can be no locality and no occasion when it is impossible for us 
to share His blessing. If we do not always receive it, or receive 
it only in a slight degree, it is because we do not remain in His 
presence; we do not remember that He is always with us, and so, 
though He is really present, He is not present for us, and by our 
own fault we lose the benefit of His constant and holy presence. 

Of all the practices coming under the general heading of prayer, 
none is more important than a frequent remembrance of God’s 
presence. During the day we ought often to call to mind with 
lively faith the fact that God sees us and is ready to help us. If 
we say our prayers well in the morning, we consecrate our hearts 
to God, and throughout the day we ought to remember this con- 
secration, until we say our evening prayers and go to sleep. 

God commanded Abraham often to remember His presence, say- 
ing: “I am the Almighty God, walk before Me, and be perfect” 
(Gen. xvii, 1). The connection of the words here shows that 
to walk before God means continually to think that He is near us, 
and to let that thought lead us to true virtue and perfection. Call 
this divine precept often to mind: “Walk before me.” In the same 
way the Holy Ghost, speaking through the Psalmist, says: “Seek 
the Lord and be strengthened, seek His face evermore” (Ps. civ, 4). 
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This means, “If you never forget that He is near you, you will 
be strong to do right; under all circumstances remember Him, 
looking as it were at His face, and then His grace will always 
be a glance of His eyes resting upon you, admonishing, warning and 
encouraging you.” We ought to be able to exclaim. with David: 
“To Thee have I lifted up my eyes, Who dwellest in heaven... 
as the eyes of the handmaid are on the hands of her mistress, so 
are our eyes unto the Lord our God” (Ps. cxxii, 1, 2). Just as 
the handmaid should be ready to obey her mistress, so ought we 
often to look up to God and remind ourselves of His Will, saying, 
“TI must do this or that, because He wills it.” This living thought is 
a necessary condition of unfailing obedience on our part. For this 
reason all the fathers of the Church impress upon us the duty of 
constantly remembering the presence of God. St. Gregory Nazian- 
zen writes: “In order to derive strength the body must be united 
with the soul, the branches with the trunk of a tree, and the sun’s 
rays with the sun, and in the same way our spirit must be united 
with God.” “Come ye to Him and be enlightened, and your face 
shall not be confounded” (Ps. xxxiii, 6), that is to say: Think 
often of Him, and then His grace will enlighten you and show you 
under all circumstances what you ought to do, and your whole life 
will be such that you need not be ashamed before God, “for (adds 
St. Gregory) we ought to remember God more frequently than we 
draw breath.” 


What is more likely to deter us from wrong-doing than the 
thought, whenever we fall into temptation, that He sees us and is 
with us, Who will one day judge strictly all that is evil? In His 
infinite goodness He is now still willing to give us strength to over- 
come. “Tell me,” says St. John Chrysostom, “tell me, if you had 
to stand continually before your Ruler or your Judge, would 
you not stand in awe of him? Therefore when you eat, think of 
God as present; before you fall asleep, and when anger is stirring 
in your heart, and in the hour of joy and amusement, in short, what- 
ever you are doing, remember that God is there.” 


What could do more to strengthen our love of God than this re- 
membrance of Him? If we are conscious of having a true love 
of God in our hearts, we shall be strong enough to conquer all the 
attacks of the evil one; and when one man, through not thinking 
of God, loses courage and says: “I cannot do right, it is too hard for 
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me,” another, who is mindful of God, finds fresh energy to begin 
and accomplish the good work. Much that seems hard becomes 
easy, if we know that people whom we love and honor are watching 
us, and delighting in our achievements. Even more then ought the 
thought of God strengthen us to do right. 


Masters of the spiritual life suggest various methods of accus- 
toming ourselves to remember God’s presence. Some succeed in 
picturing our dear Saviour as present under the form that He had 
on certain occasions in His Life on earth. We may think of 
Him as an Infant in the manger, as a Child in His Mother’s arms, 
or during His Passion, as crowned with thorns and fastened to 
the Cross, whilst He turns upon us a glance of loving warning. Or 
we may picture Him walking beside us, just as when He went about 
His own country teaching the way of Salvation, or as He accom- 
pained the disciples on the road to Emmaus, or like the Good 
Shepherd, anxious to lose none of His sheep. It is a good plan 
to avail ourselves of the thoughts suggested by the various ecclesi- 
astical seasons, and to picture Jesus as present under the form in 


which each festival, as it recurs, represents Him. 


[If any one feels that this practice involves too much strain, he 
had better give it up, as in that case it might easily prove injurious. | 


Another method is to make an act of faith in God’s presence, 
without trying to call up any imaginary picture. We all believe 
the truth expressed by the Apostle in the words: “God is not far 
from every one of us, for in Him we live and move and are” (Acts 
xvii, 27, 28). Let us accustom ourselves gradually to make every- 
thing about us, that we perceive by means of our senses, remind 
us of God’s wisdom and goodness. An ordinary man, perceiving 
pleasant and useful things, thinks only of the pleasure and ad- 
vantage that he derives from them, but a Christian remembers 
Him Who in His incomprehensible goodness has created all these 
things and bestowed them upon us in love. In this way everything 
about us may serve to make us think of God’s universal presence. 


The best way of all of thinking about God is to remind our- 
selves very often that He is dwelling in our innermost heart, as 
long as we possess sanctifying grace. St. Paul says: “Know you 
not that you are the Temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?” (I. Cor. iii, 16). Let us resolve never to drive 
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Him from our hearts even by a sinful thought, but to keep them 
always filled with His Holy Love. When we are engaged in busi- 
ness or in society, we can address a short but heartfelt prayer to 
Him quite secretly, so that He may counsel, uphold and strengthen 
us, and that, just as He now dwells in our hearts, we, too, may 
some day dwell in glory and perpetual happiness with Him. Amen. 

















SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 


GOOD RESOLUTIONS 


BY THE REV. P. J. GANNON, S.J. 


“For the grace of God our Saviour hath appeared to all men, instructing 
us, that, denying ungodliness and worldly desires, we should live soberly 
and justly and godly in this world; looking for the blessed hope and coming 
of the glory of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”—Titus ii, 11-13. 


SYNOPSIS.—I. We all desire to forecast the future, but cannot. 

II. We can, however, determine how our free will shall act. We can 
decide upon the principles that, we are resolved, shall guide us. 

III. The opening of a new year is the most natural time for examina- 
tion of the past and resolution about the future. 

IV. We should first examine (a) our thoughts, (b) our words, 
(c) our deeds in the past, and see how far they leave room for amend- 
ment, 

V. We must then resolve to amend them with the ever-present help 
of God’s grace. 

VI. Nor must we be determined from forming fresh resolutions be- 
cause we have often failed to keep former ones. This ts a form of 
despair; a weak and cowardly surrender, the prelude to eternal death. 

Even in this incredulous age, my dear brethren, there are still 
charlatans and impostors who find it worth while to compose 
almanacs foretelling the events of the coming year. This is a 
striking proof of the insatiable curiosity which possesses us about 
the future. We would fain lift the veil that hides it from our eyes 
and study its Sphinx-like countenance to read the riddle there. 
And this primordial instinct lies at the root of many superstitions— 
of auguries and omens in the past, of table-rapping and spiritualism 
in the present. It is natural, it is inevitable that, as we move for- 
ward along the road of life, we should turn eager, wistful eyes 
toward the cloud-capped hills in front, trying to pierce the mist 
that screens them from our gaze. 

But I need hardly remind you that all our efforts are vain. God, 
in mercy rather than in anger, has decreed that we shall advance 
blindly, trusting in Him to lead us safely through the dark defiles. 
The present alone is ours. The past is past, and its realities have 
become little more than slowly fading memories of vanished hopes 
and fears. The future, more unsubstantial still, is but a shadowy 


land of dreams. 
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Yet if we cannot forecast the events of the coming year, if we 
must leave much to the Providence of God, we can, nevertheless, 
within certain well-defined, if narrow, limits, decide for ourselves 
what the months and years to be shall bring. We can, if we choose, 
settle with ourselves how our free-will shall shape and mold our 
destiny amid the clash of wild uncertainties, to which our lives are 
constantly exposed. We can, by reflection on the past and resolu- 
tion in the present, mark out the direction in which the current 
of our lives shall run. We can study our charts and set our com- 
pass and turn our helm resolutely toward that port of rest which 
we hope to make before the daylight fails. We can also take pre- 
cautions against the storms and dangers ahead; we can look to it 
that our vessel is sea-worthy and duly ballasted, well-provisioned, 
and fully manned. 

And it is at the beginning of the year that we most fittingly sit 
down to quiet reflection on the tenor of our ways. This is one 
of those seasons of rest and pause when we take stock, as it 
were, and see how we stand in the great business of Salvation; 
when we cast up accounts and examine whether we are solvent 
or insolvent on the heavenly exchange. You know that if in the 
affairs of this world we go on without looking to our accounts, 
we shall surely end in bankruptcy, and all our friends shall say, 
“Serve him right.” Now throughout all God’s wide creation there 
is a mighty law in operation, which is, that the soul that labors 
shall grow fat, and the slothful man shall know want. If we do 
not think the question of our Salvation worth while, if we will 
devote no attention to it, well then, we shall not be saved. No great 
prize is won without an effort, and the greatest of all prizes within 
the reach of any man is the prize of eternal life. 

How, then, shall we perform this stocktaking? How shall we 
prepare against the unknown future? I answer this question by 
another. What does a man do who, on a long journey, begins to 
feel nervous about the way? Does he not climb some point of van- 
tage from which he can see the road he has come and the direction 
in which it is leading him? Does he not study the features of the 
landscape and compare them with his maps and charts? Pre- 
cisely similarly ought we to act. We ought to step aside from the 
highway and explore our path, and make sure whether we are 
traveling toward the New Jerusalem, the City of the Great King, 
or toward Jericho, the city of Confusion, through the land of 
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robbers who will despoil us and leave us naked by the roadside to 
perish. 

Now, this means, my dear brethren, nothing more than that we 
should examine honestly, in the light of God’s grace, our conduct 
in the past and present, the principles upon which we act, the 
maxims we embrace, the pleasures we pursue, the company we 
keep, the example *we give, the desires that rule our hearts, the 
deeds that fill our days. When we have thus found out how far 
we have erred, or are erring, in thought or word or deed, to 
adopt the very natural division suggested by the Confiteor, we 
should determine how we can do better in future and steer straighter 
for our goal. 

Our thoughts! I wonder do even the best Christians give half 
enough attention to this subject, or take half enough care to regu- 
late the images that crowd in upon the teeming brain. How many 
are content if their actions are tolerably free from offense; if 
they do nothing which the very lax ethics of our time condemn as 
bad form, or mean, or unsportsmanlike! How seldom we remind 
ourselves that we must not only avoid evil deeds, but evil desires 
and evil thoughts! Yet theology is clear upon the point. A really 
evil thought, entertained with full deliberations and full consent, 
is mortal sin, and can alienate us from the love of God, and sepa- 
rate us from the sight of God, for all eternity. I am not now 
speaking of temptations, of images or pictures that rise, even against 
our will, before the imagination. I am speaking of evil thoughts 
deliberately dwelt upon and freely harbored; and I am speaking 
of every kind of evil thought—against faith, against hope, against 
charity, against purity, against any and every virtue we are called 
upon to practise. All such thoughts are deadly sin, and even if 
they do not rise to the height of wrong desires, as they usually will 
do, they are sinful in themselves and by themselves. 

Nor is any other doctrine tolerable on this point. Indeed the 
frightful ravages of crime and vice, the widespread depravity that 
we behold all around us, with all its pustulous outgrowth of pov- 
erty, misery, madness and disease, may be traced back to the light- 
hearted indifference with which men and women view the beginnings 
of evil in their own hearts. They let their eyes behold wicked- 
ness, and their imagination play round sin, until the sleeping pas- 
sions wake up to frenzied activity, and hurry them over the abyss 
into that polluted river which is sweeping so many myriads re 
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morselessly outward to the dark and terrible ocean of perdition, 
where the lost and reprobate make unavailing moan. 

“Out of the heart,” says Christ, “proceed evil thoughts, mur- 
ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false testimonies, blasphemies.” 
And, surely, we hardly needed revelation to teach us this elementary 
fact of experimental psychology. To the making of every evil ac- 
tion have gone hundreds, perhaps thousands, of dangerous thoughts 
and perverse desires. Before our lives are tainted, our hearts are 
long corroded. Before we join in the Carnival of Sin, we have 
often gazed with secret longing at the swaying figures that move 
madly forward in the Dance of Death. We have listened, against 
the voice of conscience, to the ragtime of the Devil’s Orchestra, 
before our feet begin to beat in unison with the wild measures that 
it plays. 

Very particularly in the rash season of youth do we ignore the 
small beginnings from which gigantic evils are destined to flow. 
If only the young could be taught to discipline their imagination and 
control the irregular cravings of their hearts, how many ghastly 
life-tragedies we should be spared! Yet you know with what 
perversity they will court danger. After the capture of Port 
Arthur numbers of Japanese soldiers were blown to bits, because, 
in spite of every warning, they would experiment with the shells 
that lay strewn on the ground, or explore the mines that ran under 
it. It required the sternest orders to get them to desist from their 
foolhardy curiosity. Now we do not all possess the physical 
courage of these brave and reckless little soldiers, and would prob- 
ably be very cautious, indeed, in handling dynamite or gun-cotton. 
But there are moral explosives with which we tamper still more 
recklessly; there are moral mines beneath life’s surface which, 
with still more wanton folly, we are eager to explore. We are not 
afraid of reading any books, however unreligious, anarchical, or 
immoral; we do not shrink from any companions, however cynical 
and depraved; we are not ashamed to haunt theaters and music 
halls of more than doubtful reputation, or visit dancing casinos 
where the latest dance atrocities rob our youth of the last vestiges 
of modesty and break down the last barriers of decorum or re- 
serve. 

The modern world regards it as an infringement of its liberty 
if it is asked to observe God’s law, and liberty is our great fetish. 
Now liberty, rightly understood, is certainly one of the highest 
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goods that we possess. But it is used at present as the war-cry 
of license and anarchy. Men forget that, in proportion as they aspire 
to eternal freedom, in the same proportion must they practice in- 
ternal and individual restraint. License is always the enemy of 
true liberty, and anarchy has been from of old, and shall be through 
all time, the high.and straight road to despotism. Even an arch 
priest of revolt can still chant the praises of— 

The reverence and the fear that makes men whole, 

And shame, and righteous governance of blood, 

And lordship of the soul. 
Now this lordship of the soul we must surely forfeit, if we keep 
not close watch and ward upon our hearts and their irregular mo- 
tions, upon our minds and their ceaseless activities. 

But I need hardly say that the task is not a light one, and no 
rhetoric can make it light. We have much to contend against. We 
are exposed, even against our will, to the inroad of dangerous 
thoughts. The imagination is not wholly under our control, and, 
indeed, grows, at times, quite unmanageable. Images crowd in 
upon it like moving pictures on a screen, and we cannot quite 
expel them. But we can do much. The revolt of any faculty 
will be nearly always traceable to some fault or carelessness of 
our own. We must have given it undue liberties before it rebelled, 
and we can now, by curtailing those liberties, reduce it to sub- 
mission once more. At least if we want any peace or any se- 
curity in the spiritual life, we must bring the mind and the heart 
under subjection. 

And then our words! Well, if we guard our thoughts and our 
desires, our words shall take care of themselves. “Out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” If we never thought 
uncharitably, we could not speak uncharitably. If we knew no 
evil, and desired none, we could talk no foulness. But it is some- 
thing, all the same, if we make a compact with ourselves to watch 
over the words we outwardly utter; if we resolve not to manifest 
the suspicions that arise within the breast, or relate the dubious 
jest that rises to the lips. “If any man offend not in word, the 
same is a perfect man,” says St. James, and our own experience 
will convince us that he does not unduly increase the number of 
the perfect, or in any way lower the standard of Christian per- 
fection. For, truly, it is a mighty victory to subdue this unruly 
rnember, which the same Apostle styles “a fire, a world of iniquity.” 
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Nor could we easily reckon the harm our unguarded words may do, 
and do do, in this world of hearts that may be wounded and minds 
that may be soiled. 

For, though the tongue may sin in many ways, and against many 
virtues, its chief transgressions will be found to be against charity 
and against purity. The unkind, malevolent, spiteful word that 
stabs a sensitive heart, the calumnious tale that blasts another’s 
reputation, the lying rumor that spreads discord among families 
and friends—these constitute one vast sphere of the tongue’s sinful 
activity; and the other sphere is hardly less extensive, embracing, 
as it does, the low inunendo or doublemeaning, the vile story or 
filthy jest, the unhallowed information of evil poured into innocent 
ears. Yes, truly the tongue can do much harm, quite a world of 
mischief, and we have advanced far upon the path of Christian 
perfection when we have it under complete control. 

To accomplish this we must conquer that silly vanity to be witty 
and entertaining at all costs, which lies at the root of all bitterness, 
cruelty, and indecency of speech. We fancy it is clever to say 
the sharp thing, to wing the arrow deftly to another’s bosom; or 
to tell the highly seasoned rumor we have heard; or to narrate the 
ugly joke, which is so sure to raise a laugh in certain circles. This 
is, indeed, a most pitiable vanity. In the first place, there is very 
little intelligence required for such forms of humor. Sir Horace 
Walpole, the great English statesman, was wont to encourage the 
coarsest anecdotes at his table, and, when someone remonstrated 
with him for this, he made the cynical reply: “Well, you see, a 
man in my position must keep all sorts of people in good humor, 
and this style of conversation gives every fool a chance of being 
witty.” The true humorist is mellow, and kindly, and clean. It 
is only those who cannot be entertaining within the limits of charity 
and decency that are tempted to overstep them. In general also 
they fail in their design. They do not conciliate affection, or esteem, 
or any respectable popularity. At most they make themselves 
feared and tolerated. The very people who seem to enjoy such 
conversation will voice quite other sentiments when the would-be 
Swift or Rabelais is gone. Even common social prudence dictates 
kindliness and reserve in all we say, for they are the qualities that 
mark out the gentleman; they are the traits that win real admira- 
tion and sincere friendship. But a higher law than social prudence 
endorses and enforces the canons of good taste in this matter. 
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Conscience and religion tell us that “for every idle word a man 
shall speak he shall render an account of it on the Day of Judg- 
ment.” 

Lastly, our deeds! Perhaps, on an honest survey of our con- 
duct, we shall find that, not content with thoughts or words con- 
trary to the Christian law, we have even been guilty of many deeds, 
the recollection of which is as a weight upon the soul. “In many 
things we all offend”; and each must here reflect what those “many 
things” are in his own case. While we are all sharers in our com- 
mon humanity, with its great universal traits that link us up in one 
vast brotherhood, we are yet all subtly dissimilar. Further, we are 
subject to very different influences, and exposed to very different 
dangers. Hence each must contemplate his own life, in its present 
definite and concrete surroundings, and see what deeds, in the past 
year, he has reason in the light of faith to regret. Have I been 
just in my dealings, avoiding those sharp practices which my con- 
science condemns, or would condemn, if I did not silence it by 
saying, “Oh, they are all doing it”? If I am an employer, have I 
treated those under me with equity and consideration, giving a fair 
wage even to those who are too weak to enforce it? If I am one 
of the employed, have I given honest work for an honest wage, or 
have I adopted the convenient principle that my chief duty is to 
get as much as I can while doing as little as I can? If I am father 
of a family, have I done my best to provide for it, and look after 
its wants, both spiritual and temporal? Have I lived in amity 
with my wife, or have I made her days one long martyrdom, by 
that refined cruelty and studied neglect which kills? If I am wife 
and mother, have I endeavored to fulfil the weighty and important 
functions of my position? Have I governed my household wisely, 
leading my children, and all entrusted to my keeping, to God, 
educating them in self-discipline, industry, and obedience, to be 
good citizens of the earthly republic, and elect members of the 
Heavenly City hereafter? 

If I am son or daughter, not yet transplanted from my parents’ 
home, do I love them and reverence them as I ought, or have 
I, like so many other children nowadays, abrogated the Fourth 
Commandment in my own favor? These or similar questions we 
must put ourselves, and, when we have answered them honestly, 
and seen that there is something at least which might well be rem- 
edied—some words or thoughts or deeds for which we cannot help 
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feeling remorse and shame, we must resolutely determine in the 
coming year to set things right. 

And here a difficulty meets us which it is well to answer at once. 
Many get tired of resolutions, and say, What’s the use of it? I 
have often formed these good resolutions before and never acted up 
to them. I have often determined to renounce those habits or prac- 
tices that I feel are so unworthy of a Christian. I have often 
promised to keep away from those dangerous occasions, where I 
have fallen before. But I have not kept my resolutions. Why 
should I waste time making fresh resolves, when I know that they, 
too, shall go the way of their predecessors? This is a very common 
and a very subtle form of temptation. It is a species of despair. 
It is very like the languor that comes upon men in long marches 
through snow. Their one desire is to lie down in the snow and 
sleep. Yet this is death, and they must keep moving, and rising 
when they fall, or they are doomed. The man who remakes his 
broken resolutions is at least fighting; the man who refuses even to 
resolve to amend has surrendered. The one may hope some day 
to surmount his difficulties ; the other can only expect to grow more 
and more obdurate and inveterate in his evil courses. The one 
may hope for God’s assistance, seeing he is doing something at 
least to correspond to His graces; the other must fear that the 
channels of grace shall dry up through his obstinate perversity. 
Therefore, as long as we faint, and fail, and fall, so long must 
we renew our courage, our hope, our determination to struggle 
onward and upward towards the heights on which God’s city 
stands, with gates ajar for all the tired, torn wayfarers, who hon- 
estly and earnestly strive to reach them. 
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SUNDAY AFTER THE CIRCUMCISION 
ON THE MERCIES OF GOD IN JESUS CHRIST 
BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES 


“And seeing the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And, enter- 
ing into the house, they found the child with Mary His Mother, and falling 
down they adored Him, and opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”—Matt. ii, 10-11. 


SYNOPSIS.—Even under the old law, with its discipline of wrath and pun- 
ishment, the psalmist sung and the prophets extolled the mercies of God. 
The severe aspect of the days before Christ has its lessons for us. 
God does not change. Siill He is Lord and Master, and hates sin. The 
nature of sin itself has not changed; still it must be expiated, and, 
unrepented, will draw down eternal punishments. But something has 
happened by which God’s mercy has been more wonderfully exhibited. 
It ts almost as if God had feared the effect of His strict justice, and 
has raised up Himself a barrier against His own just anger. He Himself 
has taken our punishment and disarmed that justice; though not before 
the anger of God had been turned upon Himself. 

If, then, the psalmist sung the mercies of God, must not we Catholics? 

If God’s wrath does not fall on this evil world, why is it? We can 
trace the reason to the Crib at Bethlehem; to the first Epiphany. In 
the Babe of Bethlehem was summed up the mercies of God. 

God’s wrath is turned away by His Incarnation, Life, Passion; by His 
work of Redemption, still carried on in the Church; His continual Epi- 
phany therein; by the Holy Sacrifice. 

When we think of God’s ommpotence, we think of Him as working 
mighty works; as punishing His enemies. Yet He Himself tells us that 
His mercy is “above all His works’—prayer of the Church expressing 
this. 

The mercy of God shown in the Sacrament of Penance. 

All this due to the Birth and Epiphany of Christ. 

Shall these great mercies of God appeal to us in vain? Shall not our 
Lord’s great love appeal at last to our hearts? The least we can do ts 
to resolve to turn away from sin. Sltuld we fall again, He 1s com- 
passionate: He will pardon. So iet us quickly come back to Him; 
throwing ourselves more and more upon His mercy. 

Let us come to-day with the Wise Men, to throw ourselves at the feet 
of Mercy Incarnate, and give Him the gold of love, the incense of 
prayer and praise, the myrrh of loving repentance. Let us go to Beth- 
lehem and find “the Child with Mary His Mother.” 


Even under the odd Law, dear Brethren in Jesus Christ, the Law 
given amid the lightnings and thunders of Sinai; under the dis- 
pensation in which God’s just wrath visited men with terrible chas- 
tisements in the temporal order—in all that time before Christ 
came, the period of man’s hard and stern up-bringing and painful 
education in righteousness and justice, when his rebellious nature 
had to be broken to the yoke of God; the period which saw Adam 
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and Eve driven forth from Paradise; which saw the race of men de- 
stroyed by the awful punishment of the flood; which saw fire and 
brimstone rain down upon the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
wiping them out from the face of the earth; when disobedience, even 
to ceremonial laws, was punished with instant death by the stroke of 
God’s justice, when Core, Dathan, and Abiron, with all their 
followers, who stood up against Moses and Aaron, the ministers 
of the Most High, were suddenly swallowed up, the earth “break- 
ing asunder under their feet” at the word of Moses, “opening her 
mouth, devouring them with their tents and all their substance; 
and they went down alive into hell, the ground closing upon them, 
and they perished from among the people” [Num. xvi, 31 ss.]. 
The days in which Oza was struck dead because he put forth his 
hand to hold up the Ark of God, not being an anointed priest, and 
the men of Bethsames were smitten with a great slaughter because 
they looked irreverently into that holy symbol of the Divine Pres- 
ence—even in those days when the awful visitations of God’s 
just anger fell upon sinners for a warning to all mankind—even 
then the sweet Psalmist of Israel uttered those words of consola- 
tion and of trust in God, “The mercies of the Lord I will sing for 
ever”; even then inspired prophets and writers could not refrain 
from telling men of the loving kindness, the compassion, the merci- 
ful indulgence of God their Father, so that the Old Testament is 
full of praises of God’s wonderful and unspeakable mercy and 
pity for His poor creatures. So again the Psalmist sings, “Many, 
O Lord, are thy tender mercies; quicken me according to Thy 
Judgment (Ps. 118, v. 156) ; and “The Lord is gracious and merci- 
ful, patient and plenteous in mercy: The Lord is sweet to all: and 
His tender mercies are over all His Works” (Ps. cxliv, 8, 9). 

Yet the severe aspect of those days of old, when men’s proud 
and wayward hearts needed that the fear of God should be struck 
into them by terrible acts of the Divine Justice, has still a lesson 
for us—even for us who live under the New Law of Love in 
Jesus Christ. For God does not change: He is still our Lord and 
Master; still He hates sin; still the holiness of His Divine Nature 
must reject evil from before His Face; still it is true that nothing 
defiled can enter into His Holy Presence. 

Nor has the nature of sin changed; still is sin an act of unjusti- 
fiable rebellion against Him Who has the right, the absolute right, 
to our perfect obedience; still an act of sin, as much now as ever 
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it was, is a mad uplifting of our puny wills against God, and de- 
serves the most terrible chastisements of His just anger; still sin, 
all sin, must be expiated, either in this life or the next, by pain and 
suffering, and punishment; still the obstinate and unrepentent sin- 
ner who goes on to the end in his rebellion, must inevitably draw 
down upon himself the eternal effects of his rejection of God, 
and, with God, of all good and all holiness, his miserably foolish 
refusal of God, and God’s Love, and God’s Holy Grace. But 
though God has not changed in His necessary hatred of sin and 
evil; and though the hideousness of sin has not become any less 
than ever it was—nevertheless something has happened since the 
times of Israel by which God’s great mercy has been more gloriously 
and more triumphantly, far, far more wonderfully exhibited 
towards mankind than in those days of old. 

It is—to express it in the faltering concepts of our poor human 
intelligence—it is almost as if God Himself had feared the dire 
effects of His just anger upon the sinful race of Adam; as if He 
feared that the claims of His justice and righteous vengeance 
should overbear the yearning tender pleading of His compas- 
sionate pity on our behalf. And so He has raised up on it 
a barrier against the lawful demands of His so justly kindled in- 
dignation at our constant wilful trespasses against His Most Holy 
and adorable, and most sovereign Will and Law. 

Nay, He took that task upon Himself. He, the offended God, 
has become the barrier against His own most lawful anger. To tell 
the truth, the most marvellous and most blessed truth, He has taken 
upon Himself our transgressions, and Himself has paid the penalty 
for our sins; Himself He has disarmed His rigorous justice—but 
not before the weapons of the anger of God had by His own hands 
been turned upon Himself to pierce His Sacred Heart. “Surely He 
hath borne our infirmities, and carried our sorrows; and we have 
thought Him, as it were, a leper, and as one struck by God and af- 
flicted. But He was wounded for our iniquities, He was bruised for 
our sins; the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and by His 
stripes we are healed. All we, like sheep, have gone astray, every 
one hath turned aside into his own way: and the Lord hath laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all’ (Is. liii, 4-6). 

Ah, dear brethren in Jesus, dear redeemed ones for whom He 
shed His Blood—if the Psalmist of old sang the tender mercies 
of our God, must not we? If He had cause to praise and to won- 
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der at the compassionate indulgence and tender pity of the Heavenly 
Father, have not we much more? So surrounded are we and en- 
compassed by the mercies of the Lord, that there would seem to 
be danger of forgetting that He is a God of Justice at all. I 
speak to Catholics—to you, chosen children of God’s pity and love, 
favorites of your Heavenly Father; to you whose dear and precious 
souls are to Him a most cherished treasure, clear to Him as the 
apple of His eye, objects of His most tender solicitude and care, 
for they have been bought back to Him from sin and evil from 
degradation and exile by His Son’s own precious Blood. Who is 
there like you who ought to sing the mercies of our God? 

If His wrath does not fall upon this evil world, why is it? If we, 
who ourselves, alas, Catholics and children of His Church though we 
are, have often and again deserved it—if we have not been struck 
down by His instant anger for our violation—not of the ark of 
the Covenant—but of our bodies and souls that are the living 
Tabernacles of His Holy Spirit and consecrated Temples of God— 
why is it? We can trace it all to the Crib at Bethlehem; to the 
“Epiphany,” or manifestation of God to men, made to men when 
the Eternal Word was born in human nature: we can trace it to 
that day when the Eastern sages, representative of the Gentile 
world, worshipped in the Babe of Bethlehem their Saviour—the 
Saviour not only of the Jews, but of all the nations. In that sweet 
Infant were summed up all the mercies of God: He was Divine 
Mercy Itself Incarnate. And God’s wrath is withheld from us 
because He was made Flesh and born; because He lived and 
died for us; because He still lives and works and is manifested— 
has His continual Epiphany—in His own mystic Body the Catholic 
Church; because in that Church day by day the adorable Sacrifice 
of His own Body and Blood, which is the continuation of the all- 
atoning sacrifice of Calvary, sends up its daily plea for mercy 
from our altars to the very throne of God; because now, as when 
He died, Jesus, our dear Saviour, takes upon Himself the iniquities 
of us all. 

When we think of the omnipotence of God—upon His Almighty 
Power, we think of that Power as working mighty works; we 
think of the Almighty One as creating the millions of worlds be- 
yond our power to number; as ruling the hosts of Angels who 
adore in fear and trembling about His throne; as crushing His 
enemies with His Mighty Hand; as punishing those evil angels 
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who defied Him in the beginning, and fell from their high estate 
under the stroke of His lightning anger. 

Yet what does He Himself tell us? There is a wonderful prayer 
in the Missal—the prayer in the Mass for the tenth Sunday after 
Pentecost—and, d. b., the public prayers of the Church express 
the infallible teaching of, the Church, so that it is God Who teaches 
us His own truth in this wonderful and consoling prayer of His 
Church: 

“O God, Who dost show forth Thy Omnipotence chiefly in spar- 
ing and having pity, multiply Thy mercy upon us; that hastening 
toward Thy promises Thou mayest make us partakers of the good 
things of heaven.” 

“O God, Who dost show forth Thy Omnipotence—not in mighty 
works—not in the destruction of Thy enemies—not in punishing 
and taking vengeance—but in sparing and having pity.” 

And there is one time above all others when the mercies of God 
our Father come home to us—when we see the Omnipotence of God 
exercised in undoing the mischief—the terrible mischief, the fatal 
and irrevocable mischief we have done to our souls by sin. It is a 
time when we thank God not merely for His mercies to all mankind 
in general—but for His repeated mercies to us personally and in- 
dividually. ; 

Brethren, it is when we have sinned, when we have lifted up our 
impious hands against God and our own souls. 

And what happens? 

Jesus our dear Lord draws us back to Him; He puts around us 
the arms of His compassionate mercy; He speaks to us, not words 
of reproach and anger; but of pity, of loving invitation, and of 
forgiveness, pouring out upon our souls the streams of His most 
precious Blood in the Sacrament of Penance. 

All this is due to the happy Birth of Christ our Saviour, which 
we are celebrating at this time; all is due to that first manifestation 
of God in the Flesh to which our thoughts naturally turn to-day. 

Dear brethren, shall these great mercies of God appeal to us in 
vain? Shall we let the easiness of pardon make us despise this great 
mercy of our Lord? Oh how mean, how ungrateful it would be of 
us, having been cleansed and restored and so fully pardoned, again 
to rush into the ways of sin. 

Shall not our dear Lord’s great love appeal at last to our hard 
hearts? Ah, the very least we can do is to resolve with all the 
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force and energy of our wills, that we will turn our backs upon 
the loathsome evil of sin—sin that killed Him, sin that takes away 
from us the lively life of grace—that now we will be His for life 
and in death. And should we fall again—God forbid it; but we are 
weak and vacillating—and He is so compassionate, because more 
than any other He knows our weakness, “He knoweth our frame; 
He remembereth that we are but dust.” Should this happen to us 
again, oh let us quickly, eagerly come back to Him with truthful 
and humble confession, with renewed and stronger resolutions than 
before, more and more throwing ourselves upon Him in Whom in 
very deed and truth we can and we shall find strength to resist 
every temptation that can assail us. 

Brethren, let us come to-day with the Wise Men, to fall at the 
feet of Mercy Incarnate: to offer Him, like them, rich and precious 
gifts of gold, and frankincense, and myrrh; the gold of pure love, 
more precious to Him than all else, because it is our hearts that 
more than all else He covets: the incense of true prayer and praise; 
prayer and praise, which both are a worship of His love and good- 
ness: the myrrh of true sorrow and repentance; loving sorrow 
and the repentance of a heart that grieves that it has done so ill 
to One Who is so good. Let us come to-day in Spirit to Bethlehem, 
where all our Salvation was begun: there we shall find “the Child, 
with Mary His Mother”; Jesus, source and fount of mercy, of life, 
of Salvation; Mary, whose pure hands are ever lifted up in loving 
intercession for us Her children. So, by His great grace and un- 
imagined mercy we shall praise Him for ever in our heavenly home. 





FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
POVERTY AND LABOR 


BY THE REV. CHARLES BRUEHL, D.D. 


SYNOPSIS.—Silence of the Gospel concerning the life of Christ in Naza- 
reth. Import of this silence. Outwardly the life of Christ a common- 
place life. Its inward beauty. ; 

I. A life of poverty. The home of the Holy Family and the social 
standing of Joseph. Pagan view of poverty. Christ honors and sancti- 
fies poverty. St. Francis of Assisi. Wealth brings not happiness. The 
blessings of poverty. Poverty not synonymous with squalor and filth. 
St. John Chrysostom on poverty. 
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_ II. A life of labor. Occupation of St. Joseph. Christ in the workshop 
immortalized by art. The law of service. Change of views concerning 
work, Labor made honorable. Idleness odious. Advantages of a life 
of work. Carlyle on the uplifting power of work. 

Wherein consists the true value and nobility of life. Christ's life a 
mirror and model for all, especially the lowly. 


My dear Friends: Only a passing glimpse do the Gospels afford 
us of the boyhood and‘adolescence of our Saviour. Yet the brief 
reference which we find in the narrative of St. Luke sufficiently 
indicates, that the boyhood of the Lord was one of stainless and 
matchless beauty, and that His youth and ripening manhood were 
a delight to men and a joy to heaven; for “Jesus advanced in wis- 
dom and age, and grace with God and man.” The one incident of 
the early life of our Lord recorded by St. Luke, His visit to the 
temple and His wonderful conversation with the most renowned 
Doctors of the Law may be compared to the sudden transitory ap- 
pearance of the sun on a cloudy day of spring; it tells of splendors 
hidden and of a glory that will soon burst forth in unrivaled 
majesty and untarnished luster. That Boy in the temple was the 
pledge and promise of the mighty Teacher of mankind, Who spoke 
as One having power and authority and consummate wisdom. After 
that most astonishing manifestation of superhuman knowledge, 
Jesus returns into obscurity: “And He went down with them, and 
came to Nazareth.” Years elapse over which the Evangelists pass 
in complete, unbroken silence. No details of this charming and 
important period are given us, to satisfy our pious, and seemingly 
legitimate, curiosity. But never was there silence more eloquent; 
never intended reticence more instructive and impressive! It was 
God who drew an impenetrable veil over this part of the Saviour’s 
life; it was He Who wrapped all its events and happenings in 
oblivion and darkness. What can God mean to teach us, by not 
permitting anything to be recorded from this period, but, that 
Christ’s Life at Nazareth was commonplace, as far as outward cir- 
cumstances are concerned; that it did not differ externally from the 
daily toil and drudgery of His countrymen; that it was absorbed in 
the discharge of unpretending duties and in the performance of 
humble tasks! During these long years His greatness was. con- 
cealed and His Divinity eclipsed; His wisdom was silent and His 
omnipotence slumbered in His youthful arms; no stupendous mira- 
cle lit up His sojourn in the humble country village. Only His 
Holiness shone round Him with a brightness that could not put by; 








SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 257 


for the Son of God may be shorn of all visible pomp and pageantry, 
He can never be without the unmistakable evidences of His sanctity. 

Christ wished to be like those of humblest lot, whose names are 
not sounded in the halls of fame; whose lives are too uneventful 
to furnish material to an historian; whose toil is wearisome and 
monotonous. To them the silence of these long years at Nazareth 
was to be an inspiration, a source of encouragement and an object- 
lesson more effective than the most sublime oratory, and, thus, after 
he had allowed one ray of His Divine Majesty to flash forth and 
dazzle the eyes of men, He went down with His Holy Mother and 
fosterfather to Nazareth into a life of poverty and toil, such as is 
the common lot, the ordinary inheritance of the masses. 

1. The life which our Lord led in Nazareth was the simple life 
of poor country people. Nazareth was not the city of the wealthy 
or the great of the earth; it was a plain little town, hidden in some 
remote valley, where luxury and comfort were unknown. The 
dwellings of its inhabitants were artless; the furniture scanty; food 
and dress adapted to unspoiled tastes. With these people our 
Lord cast His lot and shared their sweet and wholesome poverty. 
For the poverty of the Nazarenes was not abject destitution or 
sordid pauperism; they were thrifty, and their moderate wants 
could be easily supplied by honest toil and persistent effort; there 
was contentment, joy and happiness in their very poverty. 

Our Lord’s home did not surpass those of His fellow-citizens 
in elegance and comfort; for, His fosterfather was but an humble 
village-carpenter, who by all his industry could only secure a very 
modest competence. Hence it was a poor life which our Lord 
chose for Himself, not only during the three years of His minis- 
try, but throughout all the time He dwelt on earth. Thus by re- 
jecting the trappings of wealth and selecting the low estate of the 
poor, He imparted a dignity and grace to poverty, which it never 
before had possessed in the eyes of men. Christ revolutionized 
the ideas of mankind, He upset their accepted standards of meas- 
uring the value of life and gauging the true worth of man. Truly, 
humanity has every reason for being thankful to our Lord, that by 
His condescension He sanctified and honored poverty, which always 
will be the portion of the vast majority of men, and that He con- 
demned greed and the lust of gain. His example has dignified the 
lowly estate of the poor and has rebuked the exalted and the purse- 
proud; it has softened the hardships that accompany indigence, and 
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kindled in the hearts of men sympathy and love for the needy and 
the lowly. 

Ever since Christ chose poverty as His share, it has had its 
enthusiastic lover, enamored by its beauty and fairness. St. Francis 
of Assisi made poverty his beloved bride and wedded himself to 
his Lady Poverty for life, retaining for her a loyalty and tender 
affection, that have rtever been excelled. He speaks of his Lady 
Poverty in terms of endearment and exquisite devotion. Numerous 
are the followers of the Seraphic Saint, who, like him, renounced 
wealth and all that wealth can give to imitate more perfectly our 
Saviour in His complete self-abasement. It is this fact that has 
reconciled the poor, inspired by Christian sentiments, to their 
lot and made them find in poverty a happiness and consolation which 
all the wealth of the world could not give them. 

But how difficult was it to correct the views of mankind on this 
subject. Riches had always been coveted by men. The world ad- 
mired and applauded those who had been successful in the ac- 
cumulation of large fortunes. The mistaken notion that wealth 
infallibly brought happiness had become but too prevalent. And 
countless evils had flown from this error; for, it had aroused the 
basest and most violent passions in the breasts of men. The de- 
sire to possess had bred jealousy, hatred, deception, infidelity, treach- 
ery, strife, murder and every variety of sin and crime. Reviewing 
the horrors wrought by the lust of money in his times, St. Paul 
cried out: “For the desire of money is the root of all evils; which 
some coveting have erred from the faith, and have entangled them- 
selves in many sorrows” (I. Tim. vi, 10). To this root our 
Lord has set the ax, delivering the earth from a host of evils; and 
if His example were more universally followed, peace and happiness 
and the spirit of love would reign supreme. 

Christ opened the eyes of humanity to the blessings of poverty. 
That poverty, which our Lord made His own and which He called 
blessed, is, indeed, the happiest condition for men and most favor- 
able to the development of Christian virtue and true manhood. 
As some fine plants do not prosper in a soil too rich and generous, 
so the more arduous virtues do not flourish in affluence and lux- 
ury. Our greatest men have come from poor homes, where they 
were trained to self-control, self-reliance and soberness. Poverty 
enables one to enjoy with keenest zest the minor and inexpensive 
pleasures of life, which are so much more wholesome and so much 
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purer than those to which the rich become accustomed. In the 
peorer classes we observe greater attachment to the home and 
greater firmness of the family ties, and this indicates that home and 
the family, the sources of the most elevated pleasures of man, 
realize their ideal form more readily where earthly goods do not 
abound. Squaler, filth and dire want are not identical with pov- 
erty; they are the outgrowth of shiftlessness, intemperance or 
other ugly vices. Respectable poverty, such as is the common con- 
dition of our working people, is clean, sweet and attractive. It 
affords the necessaries of life by means of daily labor; leaves, 
perhaps, a narrow margin for an occasional, but infrequent, lux- 
ury; allows of some leisure, but not to an extent that it would de- 
generate into indolence; it makes work necessary, but does not bind 
down to grinding tasks and degrading slavery. Of this desirable 
state holy writ says: “Give me neither want, nor riches ; give me only 
the necessaries of life” (Prov. xxx, 8). St. John Chrysostom exalts 
poverty in a lofty strain: “Wilt thou hear the praises of poverty? 
Christ sought after it, and saith, ‘But the Son of Man hath not where 
to lay His head.’ Poverty produces courage, and so the Apostles were 
sent forth in poverty. Let no man then henceforth esteem poverty a 
cause of disgrace. So great a good is poverty, because it guides 
us by the hand, as it were, on the path which leads to heaven; it 
is an anointing for the combat, an exercise great and admirable, 
a tranquil haven” (Hom. xviii on Hebr.). May we learn to look 
on poverty with the eyes of faith, and draw from it the advantages 
and blessings with which it rewards those who willingly take upon 
themselves its hardships and burdens. May those few among us 
who abound in earthly possessions disengage their hearts from all 
attachment to their wealth, that it may not prove their spiritual un- 
doing and eternal ruin. 

2. Our Lord’s life in Nazareth was a life of industry and labor. 
His days were not spent in aimless idleness, but filled with useful 
occupations. In fact, His poverty made it imperative to ply some 
profitable trade, from which He might honorably derive His live- 
lihood. It was natural that He should follow the profession of His 
fosterfather. This is not a mere conjecture, but a well-proved fact; 
for, in the Gospel of St. Mark, He is not only called the carpenter’s 
son, but a carpenter. “Is not this the Carpenter?” the Nazarenes 
ask in wonder, when they hear Him discourse in the synagogue 
(Mark, vi, 3). From an early age He was busy in the workshop 
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of His fosterfather, for Jewish traditions did not encourage idle- 
ness, not even in the young. In His boyhood days He may have 
assisted His father in some lighter tasks; but as He waxed strong 
He certainly would share with St. Joseph the more laborious and 
dificult work. It is manual toil of the coarser kind which is per- 
formed by a village-carpenter: repairing of all descriptions, re- 
quired by the time-worn dwellings of the villagers; putting to- 
gether of the rude furniture, with which the homes of the poor are 
equipped; shaping the huge trunk of a tree into a beam or some 
other useful timber ; fashioning yokes and plows for those who need- 
ed them; varied, indeed, were the demands addressed to the village- 
carpenter in those days, when the division of labor had not yet 
made the progress which we notice in our times. What a sublime 
lesson and what a beautiful and inspiring picture to behold the 
Son of God at these mean and unglorious tasks! Painters have 
immortalized these scenes and have thus cast a glamor about the 
daily life of the workingman. If the mechanic seeks something to 
adorn the bare walls of his shop, let him acquire a picture repre- 
senting our Lord at work in His father’s house, a hammer, or an 
ax or a chisel or some other tool in His Divine Hands! There is 
an infinite charm, an inexhaustible inspiration, an elevating power 
in the mere fact that the Son of God joyfully and cheerfully car- 
ried out the onerous duties of an apprentice, and skillfully per- 
formed the odd jobs generally done by the smaller tradesmen. Many 
a valuable service did He thus render to His fellowmen by the 
work of His Hands, and the bread He ate was well earned, and 
no one could reasonably begrudge it; for, work and service of some 
kind, and these alone, give a right to the means of subsistence, except 
in those who, by some misfortune, are unable to do or to find work. 
Beads of perspiration not rarely graced His Divine Brow, and His 
Hands grew rough and callous from much handling of heavy tools. 
Though not subject to the curse which God had pronounced over 
man: “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread” (Gen. iti, 19), 
of His own free will He submitted to the universal law of labor. 
Thus, as the Saviour took the sting and stigma from poverty, so 
has He redeemed labor from the disgrace that had become attached 
to it; for, labor was as much despised and shunned in antiquity as 
poverty. After Christ’s coming a new day dawned for those whose 
daily bread depends on their daily work. Even for the rich it be- 
came odious to be a mere drone in the busy beehive of society. 











SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 261 


Service now was regarded as a badge of honor. Idleness was 
frowned upon. This change in the views of mankind is due to the 
example of Christ, who was called the carpenter’s son. Labor is 
now honorable, because Christ honored and consecrated it. Our 
Lord demonstrated by his actions that labor is pure and noble, and 
that it is a great help in the development of manliness. 

Let the sons of toil rejoice! Their portion is an honorable and 
enviable one! They may legitimately boast that their days are not 
useless and their lives not improfitable. The progress of civiliza- 
tion, the splendid achievements of modern times are largely owing 
to their untiring efforts. Work is a blessing to the worker himself. 
There is an innate power of regeneration in work. It gives con- 
tent and health; it strengthens and develops all our faculties. It 
is the salt of the life and the girdle of manliness. It saves the 
body from effeminacy and the soul from polluting thoughts. It 
purifies the race and builds up the kingdom of righteousness. No 
greater power or redemption, save grace, is there than work; if 
the dissolute can be persuaded to work, their normal regeneration is 
assured. Rarely is great moral corruption or depravity found in the 
man who toils day after day, and whose forehead is grimy with 
the dust of the factory or the soot of the furnace. There is a 
marvelous potency for renewing and uplifting in steadfast and 
resolute toil. Carlyle, himself a man of industrious habits, says 
with true insight: “For there is a perennial nobleness, and even 
sacredness, in work. Were he never so benighted, forgetful of his 
high calling, there is always hope in a man that actually and ear- 
nestly works. . . . The blessed glow of labor in him, is it not as 
purifying fire, wherein all poison is burned up, and of sour smoke 
itself there is made bright blessed flame!” (Past and Present). 

My dear Friends: The true value of life does not depend upon 
outward circumstances. This is the lesson which Christ inculcates 
by His hidden and retired life in Nazareth. One may attain to the 
highest perfection, though his deeds do not stir public opinion or 
win the admiration of mankind. In seclusion and amidst the most 
ordinary environment, he may grow into spiritual beauty and moral 
grandeur. No condition of life, however lowly and humble, is an 
obstacle to the highest form of sanctity; saints have been found 
in all walks of life. Our Lord wished his life to be a mirror and 
model, not only for the few privileged ones, but for all. But the 
vast majority of men are placed, by God’s own appointment, amid 
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the ordinary duties and the humble tasks of uneventful and plain 
lives. And so He taught us how we may sanctify ourselves by 
performing, in the right spirit, the little things of every-day occur- 
rence. Let us thank him that He has given to us, the lowly and the 
humble, such a beautiful and encouraging example; that he has 
established a type of -holiness, to which all may live up. Let us 
make proper use of the means which He Himself has revealed and 
sanctified: poverty and labor. Amen. 





SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
THE HOLY NAME 
BY THE RIGHT REV. ALEXANDER MAC DONALD, D.D. 


SYNOPSIS.—The Church assigns this feast for a special reason. The 
meaning and extent of the Second Commandment. How it is violated. 
Meaning of blasphemy—vow—perjury. The reverence on the part of the 
Jews for the name of God. The Holy Name given by God Himself. 
The different types of Our Saviour. Tle Name of Jesus is the name of 
the Saviour, the Captain. It is a name of power, of hope—of singular 
sweetness. The claims upon us—the reverence we should have for it. 
Hence the sinfulness involved in its profanation. Seek to make repara- 
tion for the insults given to Jesus by those who profane His Holy Name. 


To-day, beloved brethren, is the feast of the Holy Name of 
Jesus. The Church has assigned to this day a special office and 
Mass of the Holy Name, to show her reverence for it, and to teach 
her children to honor and reverence it. 

“Thou shalt not take the Name of the Lord Thy God in vain,” 
is God’s Commandment. It bids us show due reverence to the Name 
of God, and forbids our doing anything that would bring dis- 
honor upon Him. A person’s honor or reputation is bound up with 
his name. Hence we speak of a good or a bad name, or again of 
preserving or sullying one’s fair name, when we mean a good 
or bad reputation, the maintaining or tarnishing one’s honor. And 
so the second Commandment, though it does but enjoin reverence 
for the Holy Name expressly, really includes also an injunction re- 
garding the respect due to the reputation that God has for good- 
ness, mercy, justice, and truth. It thus implicitly forbids blasphemy, 
perjury, and the breaking of vows. 











SERMONS ON THE GOSPELS OR EPISTLES 263 


While explicitly negative, the second Commandment is implicitly 
positive. It enjoins honor of God, and praise, and thanksgiving. 
This is justly due to Him. “My Name is great among the Gentiles, 
saith the Lord of Hosts” (Malach. i, 11). Holy David, the man 
after God’s own heart, praised God and thanked Him without ceas- 
ing: “I will praise the Name of God with a song” (Ps. lxviii, 31). 
“His praise shall ever be in my mouth.” Nothing can be more pleas- 
ing to God than praise and giving of thanks from a loving heart. 
In no way can we more effectually make reparation for the sins 
of the tongue than by using it in giving praise to God. More 
especially when we are in the midst of afflictions should we bless 
the name of God, saying with holy Job: “The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away, .. . blessed be the name of the Lord.” 

To take God’s Name in vain is to take it without reverence, in 
anger, or lightly, without reason, on every trivial occasion. It is 
unfortunately a very common habit with Christians. It is an abuse 
of God’s Holy Name for which they will have to give a very 
strict account on the last day. This holds with stronger reason of 
our Blessed Lord’s Name. One who has had the misfortune of 
contracting this habit is bound to try hard to break it off. 

To blaspheme is to think or say or do anything dishonoring to 
God. It is formal when done on purpose to dishonor or spite God; 
material, when the word or action itself is blasphemous, but is said 
or done without intention. Formal blasphemy is a most grievous 
sin, and provokes the anger of God more perhaps than any other. 
Blasphemers have been known to be stricken on the spot with swift 
and awful chastisement. The sin of blasphemy was punished in the 
Old Law by stoning. 

A vow is a deliberate promise made to God to do something that 
is pleasing to Him, with the intention that it should be binding. 
One sins by breaking a lawful vow, venially or mortally, accord- 
ing as the matter is light or grave. Vows should not be taken rashly, 
and in the case of a perpetual vow one’s spiritual director should 
always be consulted before taking it. 

Perjury is the taking of a false oath or the breaking of a lawful 
one. An oath is the calling of God to witness the truth of what we 
say or promise. The qualities of a lawful oath are truth, judgment, 
and justice. If an oath lack the first, it is false; if the second, it is 
rash; if the third, it is unjust. 

The Jews set great store by the observance of the second Com- 
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mandment. They had the greatest reverence for the Name of God. 
It was to them a name of dread, a name of power, a name of 
majesty. They stood in awe of it, so much so that they were afraid 
to utter it. For the name Jehovah, which God revealed to Moses, 
they substituted Adonai. Jehovah signifies literally “He who is” or 
“IT am who am,” the one perfect and eternal Being. When Moses 
asked the name of Him Who spoke from the burning bush, the 
answer came, “Jehovah,” 7. e., “I am who am”; and when God 
sent Moses in His own Name to the children of Israel He bade him 
tell them, “He who is sent you.” It was the name, as you will ob- 
serve, not of a person, but of a nature or being, that nature which is 
common to the three Divine persons. So long as God was the 
Creator of men without being their Redeemer, or rather, so long 
as the work of creation only, and not that of Redemption, was 
wrought, this was a fitting name; for the work of creation was com- 
mon to the three divine persons. But when one of the three divine 
persons, the Son, or Second Person, came into the world to take 
upon Himself our nature and redeem us by His sufferings and 
death on the Cross, there was need of a distinctive name. To the 
Jews God is still Jehovah, the Almighty and Eternal Deity without 
distinction of persons. To the Christian this Almighty and Eternal 
God stands revealed as a Trinity in Unity, Three Divine Persons 
having one and the same Nature, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
And the Second Person of this Trinity, the Only Begotten of the 
Father is revealed as in a special sense our God, Emmanuel, or 
God with us, because He stands in a special relation to us, in that 
having taken upon Himself our nature, He became one of us, be- 
came man to redeem and save mankind. Hence He is given a 
special name, a name that implies both what He is and what He has 
done for us. Let us consider briefly to-day the origin and meaning 
of this Name, its gracious power, and the claim it has to our special 
reverence and love. 

It is the custom for parents or those who stand for parents to 
name the new-born child. It was not so in the case of our Blessed 
Lord. The Name was given by God Himself. God’s own mes- 
senger bade the Virgin name the Child Jesus, “for,” said the Angel, 
“He shall save His people from their sins.” And in fact Jesus 
in the Hebrew tongue means saviour, one who saves. And it is 
the special Name of God the Son, not as God simply, but as God 
and Man in one Divine Person. For though He Who died to save 
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us was truly God, so that St. Peter could tell the Jews that they 
had slain the Author of life, yet it was not as God but as Man 
that He died. 

There were many types of our Blessed Saviour under the Jew- 
ish dispensation. By types I mean men who by their virtues or 
deeds in some sort foreshadowed Him. But we read of only two 
who bore His name, Jesus, the Son of Josedech, and Josue, which 
is but another form in Hebrew of the same name. The former 
brought back the Jews from their captivity in Babylon, where 
they pined away, having hung up their harps, for they could 
not sing the songs of Zion in a strange land. The latter, after the 
death of Moses, led them into the land of promise. They were the 
saviours of their people, and hence bore the name. Types they 
were of Him Who was to come, shadowing forth faintly the per- 
son of the world’s Saviour. For He is the Saviour alike of Jew 
and Gentile, redeeming them from a far more galling bondage than 
that in which the Jews groaned under the Kings of Babylon— 
the bondage of sin and Satan. He is the true Captain of His 
people in their pilgrimage through the wilderness of this world, 
ever leading them onward across the dark river of death into the 
true land of promise, God’s own bright and happy land beyond. 
“And thou, Bethlehem,” it was written of Him, “land of Juda, 
art not the least among the prices of Juda, for out of thee shall 
come the Captain Who shall rule My people Israel.” 

“And thou shalt call His Name Jesus.” It is a Name of power, 
this the Name of Him to Whom is given all power in heaven 
and on earth. In that Name the Aposiles wrought signs and 
wonders, as we read in the Epistle of this day. One who was 
lame from his mother’s womb lay at the Gate Beautiful of the 
Temple. Peter took him by the hand, and in the Name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth bade him rise and walk. “And leaping up he 
stood and began to walk, and entered with them into the Temple, 
leaping and praising God” (Acts iii, I-10). In this same name the 
Gentiles were called to the true faith, and the Church of God 
has ever come off victorious in her struggle with the world and the 
powers of darkness. 

The Name of Jesus is a saving Name and a Name of hope.” 
There is none other name under heaven given to men wherein 
we must be saved” (Acts iv, 12). He Himself assures us that 
if we ask the Father anything in His Name He will give it to us. 
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Hence Holy Church ends all her prayers “through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Yet she reminds us, with the great Augustine, that noth- 
ing is rightly asked in the Name of the Saviour but Salvation— 
life eternal and the means of attaining it. 

The Name of Jesus is a Name of singular sweetness, as He 
is of singular sweetness and tenderness Who bears it. Such He 
showed Himself while yet He dwelt with men, when He went 
about doing good, healing the sick, comforting the sorrowful, 
pardoning the sinful, going out in search of the strayed sheep 
and bearing it back on His own shoulders to the fold. St. Bernard 
used to say that the Name of Jesus was as honey to his tongue, 
sweetest music to his ear, and to his heart abiding joy. And 
to St. Augustine, even when he was held fast in the bonds of heresy 
and sin, no writings, however admirable, could, as he tells us in 
his Confession, give pleasure or content, if he found not there the 
Sacred Name of Jesus. 

We see, then, what claims this Name has upon us, how reverently 
we should invoke it, how careful we should be not to profane 
it, or take it in vain. The Commandment given of old, “Thou 
shalt not take the Name of the Lord Thy God in vain,” has a 
new meaning for us, a more binding force, and added sanctity. “In 
the Name of Jesus,” says the Apostle, “every knee shall bow of 
those that are in heaven, on earth, or under the earth, and every 
tongue shall confess that our Lord Jesus Christ is most high in the 
Glory of God the Father.” If the Jews revered the name of 
Jehovah, how much more should those to whom the goodness and 
kindness of God the Saviour hath appeared revere the name of 
that Saviour? Even for a pagan to profane the Holy Name of 
Jesus is a crime; in a Christian it is impiety and blackest ingratitude. 
What! the Name of the meek and lowly One, the Name of the One 
Who loved men so much, Who shed the last drop of His Life’s Blood 
for them! The man who deliberately profanes it may call himself a 
Christian, may call himself a Catholic, but in the sight of God he is 
impious and worse than the pagan. I do not believe it possible 
that any one can wilfully abuse the Holy Name of Jesus, can mix 
it up with profanity or employ it to give vent to his annoyance 
or anger, and at the same time be in the state of grace. The 
Holy Name Societies throughout the land are doing a great work 
of reparation, which stays the avenging Arm of God, and draws 
down copious blessings. 
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The Name of Jesus, as has well been said, is “like a picture of 
Him to hang up in every home, a banner to lead every good cause, 
and a hymn of music to cheer every struggling heart.”* Let us 
often invoke it, then, with reverence and love. Let us seek to make 
reparation for the outrages that are ofiered to it. Let us take it 
as our watchword, and, with the saints of God, glory in the Name 
of Jesus Christ. If we do so, we shall find it during life the 
surest defence against our enemies, and our sweetest comfort at the 
hour of death. 





THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
THE DESTINY OF THE HUMAN RACE 


BY THE RIGHT REV. JOHN S. VAUGHAN, D.D. 


SYNOPSIS.—I. God in the beginning created three great Hierarchies of 
Spirits; each composed of three distinct choirs. Their total number ts 
incalculable. 

II. A third of them fell into sin, and were expelled (Apec. xii, 13). 
Their vacant thrones to be filled by men. The human race will continue 
till the saved are sufficiently numerous to occupy their empty places. A 
time will come when the very last man will pay the debt of nature; then 
the good will be separated from the wicked, once and for ever, and 
every throne in heaven be filled. 

III. Though all are called to be saved, yet many will never reach the 
goal. Various texts cited in proof. That many will be saved, of whom 
we have despaired; and many lost, whose salvation we took f orgranted, 
seems to be hinted by Christ Himself; viz.: “Many shall come,’ ete., ete. 

IV. Two lessons to be learned from these words: (1) Newer to judge 
our non-Catholic neighbors; (2) Never to be presumptuous concerning 
our own salvation. Even the Church’s bitterest foes imay be sincere, 
though misguided. Saul of Tarsus, an example in point. 

V. The privilege of being a Catholic beyond conception; but it is no 
guaraniee of salvation. Should we feel too confident, the words of 
Christ will teach us modesty. The greater our gifts, the more terrible 
our responsibility. A Catholic is easily saved, if in earnest, but he is 
easily lost, if he grows careless. 

VI. Consider the lives of many Catholics in the world of to-day! 
(A description follows.) : 

VII. Should a Catholic finally be lost, his condition immeasurably 
worse than that of others. The poor savage and ignorant pagan will fare 
better, and receive a lighter sentence than the Catholic, who has abused 
countless graces, and had far greater opportunittes. 1 

VIII. If it be “a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God,” as the apostle assures us, it will be an immeasurably more “terrible 
thing” for a Catholic than for any one else. 

IX. Let us Catholics take warning, and resolve to be Catholics, not in 
name only, but in deed and in truth, 


*“Our Divine Saviour,” by Bishop Hedley. 
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Dearly beloved Brethren: We learn from the inspired pages 
of Holy Scripture, that God, in the beginning, exercised His om- 
nipotence by creating those exquisitely beautiful and gifted 
Spirits, whom we call Angels. These highly endowed intelligences 
formed an immense host, that no man can number, and were 
divided into nine gigantic Choirs, forming three celestial hierarchies. 
The first hierarchy is composed of the Seraphim, the Cherubim, 
and the Thrones; the second is made up of the Dominations, the 
Virtues, and the Powers; and the third of the Principalities, the 
Archangels, and the simple Angels, as saints and theologians 
teach us. 

The inspired writer further informs us that God put these 
celestial beings on their trial, and that no less than a third part of 
their number proved unfaithful, fell miserably into sin, and were 
in consequence, cast out of heaven, and condemned to eternal 
punishment in hell. St. John speaks of this appalling rebellion 
and its consequences in his Apocalypse, when he writes: “A sign 
appeared in heaven; and behold, a great red dragon, having seven 
heads, and ten horns; and on his heads, seven diadems; and his 
tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and cast them to 
the earth” (Apoc. xii, 3, 4). 

The dragon or the serpent or Satan, is no other than the devil, 
who, though once one of the fairest and brightest of the heavenly 
host, has now become the leader and chief of the demons. By the 
“star of heaven,” St. John means the Angels, who were seduced by 
his evil influence and example, and who now constitute the devils 
in hell. It is generally held that considerable numbers fell from 
each of the nine Choirs, and that the aggregate reaches a multitude 
too vast to reckon or to imagine. 

Though destined by God’s great mercy to occupy thrones of 
eternal glory in heaven, they proved themselves all unworthy of so 
stupendous a privilege, and were foolish enough to forfeit their 
magnificent positions by their pride and disobedience. 

Hence, the question arises: Who then will now fill these vacant 
places? Who, if we may so express ourselves, will occupy their 
empty thrones? Theologians tell us that Almighty God resolved to 
create man, in order that he and his prolific race might enter into 
the places abandoned by and forfeited by the angelic rebels. 

How long, then, will the human race endure? How long will 
sons and daughters continue to be born, and to fill the earth from 
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sea to sea? The answer must be: until every vacancy in heaven 
is filled up. That is to say, until the number of human beings 
who are saved and sanctified equals the number of the fallen 
angels. 

God alone knows how many that may be, and God alone knows 
what proportion of the human family will ultimately be saved, 
so that no one can say how much longer the Earth may continue to 
be the habitation of men. All we know with absolute certainty is 
that the Earth, which had a beginning, will also have an end, but 
that the end will not be, until God’s designs have been entirely ac- 
complished. 

Of one thing we are sure, viz.: a time will come, when the very 
last of all our race will die, and pass away, and when the full num- 
ber of human beings, as ordained and determined by God, will 
have run their course. Let us, in imagination, consider that mo- 
ment to have already arrived. Man, let us suppose, is no more to 
be found upon earth. The immense human family is complete. 
The entire race has been through its trial, and the good and the 
loyal are, now and for ever, separated from the bad and the dis- 
loyal; the sheep are divided by an impassible barrier from the 
goats. 

The countless millions who once lived and toiled, and bought 
and sold, on earth have entered into eternity. The busy, noisy, 
active crowds that filled our towns and cities, that spread them- 
selves over every country and Kingdom, and occupied even 
vast continents, and made of this earth a place of pleasure and 
amusement or of hard labor and work, have all disappeared, and 
their place here is known no more. They are now fixed irre- 
coverably in eternity. They are in heaven or in hell. Their 
brief life is over. Their task is done. They have had their chance, 
and have made either a good or a bad use of it. They have chosen 
their own path, and must now abide by their choice. The books 
are closed; the accounts are made up: the keys of heaven and of 
hell are cast into the abyss. 

It is quite certain, that all men, without one solitary exception, 
have been created by the goodness of God to be eternally happy. 
It is certain that God sincerely wished all to be saved, and to 
enjoy a life of endless joy and happiness with Him. Nay more, 
it is absolutely certain that God actually gave to one and all suf- 
ficient grace to conquer temptation and to attain to everlasting life, 
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and that no single man, woman or child will be lost, except through 
his own personal fault. 

Yes; all this is taught us, by an infallible Church. Yet, there is 
no doubt but that, in spite of this, many will be lost. Many will 
have proved unfaithful, and have fallen into mortal sin, and have 
died without repenting, and, in that case, we may truly say that 
they have already signed and sealed their own doom. ‘Many are 
called, but few are chosen.” “Wide is the gate and broad the path, 
that leads to damnation, and many are they that go in thereat.” 
“Strive to enter by the narrow gate, for many shall seek to enter, 
and shall not be able.” 

These, and many other texts, clearly indicate that Heaven is not 
destined to hold the entire race of man, but that many will fall 
short of that glorious goal. 

Indeed, it is commonly said, that when we reach heaven (sup- 
posing we are fortunate enough to get there), startling surprises 
await us. We shall probably see among the Saints of God many 
whom we never dreamed of meeting there, and, on the other 
hand, we shall miss many of those, of whose Salvation we felt 
absolutely sure. This is more or less clearly indicated in the words 
of our Divine Master just read to you. And it will be well for us 
to ponder over them, as they contain a timely admonition and a 
solemn warning. The words I refer to are as follows: “Many shall 
come from the east and the west, and shall sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven; but the children of 
the kingdom shall be cast into the exterior darkness; where there 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 

These words mean that many members of the human race, who 
have not had the chances and the splendid opportunities that 
Catholics have, will nevertheless save their souls, whereas, many 
Catholics who have had such exceptional graces and such abundant 
means of Salvation, will, in spite of them, be lost for all eternity. 
Which proves that a man who is really faithful and loyal to the 
light he has, even though it may be but slight and dim, may suc- 
ceed far better than another, who basks in the full blaze of the noon- 
day sun, if he be careless and indifferent and take little or no in- 
terest in following the narrow path which alone leads to eternal 
beatitude. 

“Many shall come from the east and the west.” Undoubtedly: 
for even outside the visible fold of the Church are to be found 
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good and faithful men, who are groping in the darkness of heresy, 
yet earnestly making use of such poor light as they have to accom- 
plish God’s will. They may be mistaken, and badly informed in 
spiritual matters, and full of unconscious prejudices, but they act 
up to their convictions, and are really striving to please and satisfy 
God, in their own way, and God, Who reads the heart and Who 
alone knows the secret intentions and motives, will give them 
full credit, and will save them, by His “uncovenanted mercies,” 
on account of their invincible ignorance. They will come, “from 
the east and the west,” that is to say, from sects and denominations, 
which differ from the true Catholic Church, as east differs from 
west. They will be found, not only among those who are friendly 
and on good terms with the immaculate Spouse of Christ, but also 
among those who are her sworn enemies. Yea, among those who 
persecute and ill-treat her, and who think they are doing an honor 
to God, by putting her prophets and faithful followers to death. 
Some (perhaps we may say many) of these are carried away by a 
mistaken zeal, like Saul of Tarsus, who, before his conversion, 
“breathed out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of 
the Lord” (Acts ix, 1), but who afterwards became their chief 
champion and defender, so soon as he had learned the truth. These, 
whether they be many or few, will be judged according to the mo- 
tives that swayed and influenced them, and not by their actual 
performances. And, if they have acted honestly and without any 
sinful purpose, they will receive a merciful sentence from the 
hand of the Supreme Judge, and be accorded a place among the 
faithful children of God. Or, to express the same thought, in the 
language of Our Lord, “They will sit down with Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven.” 

This thought should have two important effects upon us Catholics. 
In the first place, it should make us very slow to judge our non- 
Catholic neighbors. They are, of course, hopelessly wrong. Their 
Sect or Denomination is absolutely false, and teaches doctrines con- 
trary to God’s revealed truth. Yet, they may be where they are 
through no fault of their own. Heresy may have been their daily 
food, it may have been drawn in, unconsciously, and as it were, 
with their mother’s milk. They may have always breathed the 
atmosphere of Protestantism, and have grown up with the idea of 
their own self-sufficiency and of the inalig@able right of every man 
to the full exercise of his private judgment. In a word, there may 
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be conditions, so numerous, so varied, so unaccountable in their 
force, so strange in their influence, and so far-reaching in their 
effects, that it becomes impossible for any living soul to determine 
how far a non-Catholic is responsible, or whether he be responsible 
at all, for not accepting the revealed truth in all its integritty and 
submitting to the Church. In such matters, we have no right what- 
ever to pass judgment. We possess neither the authority nor the 
power to determine the mental condition of any one. Nor can we 
tell whether the motives which are strong enough for us, have ever 
been so much as proposed to him, or if proposed, ever adequately 
grasped, or seriously considered. There are probably thousands 
upon thousands, who actually belong to the soul of the Church, 
while not forming a part of her body. Thousands, who are 
not only in good faith, but who are serving God better than many 
so-called Catholics, and who will “sit down with Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob,” while many nominal Catholics, who are the true “chil- 
dren of the kingdom, will be cast out into the exterior darkness,” 
among the wicked and the reprobate. 

It is a magnificent privilege to be a Catholic. The true faith is 
one of the grandest, greatest and most sublime gifts of God to 
man. It is a gift we can never be sufficiently grateful for, and 
which we can never value too highly, or, indeed, half highly 
enough. But, like every gift, it carries great obligations. It makes 
those who possess it doubly responsible. They have to watch over 
this inestimable treasure, to cultivate it, to make it bear fruit, to 
“trade with it,” as the Scripture says, not to “bury it in a napkin.” 
We have no warrant to treat it as if it were a charm or a talisman, 
that will work its marvellous effects of itself and independently 
of our own personal efforts and cooperation. No, our responsi- 
bilities increase and grow in intensity, with every additional grace 
and favor we receive. “To whom much has been given, much shall 
be required.” 

And this brings us to the second consideration, to which we have 
referred. And that is the uncertainty of our own Salvation. If, 
indeed, we are in any danger of taking undue complacency in our 
position, as Catholics; if we are ever in danger of presuming on 
our merits and good works; or of flattering ourselves that we are 
secure, just because we possess the full truth, or because we have 
the Sacraments to help us, and the Holy Sacrifice to be a propitia- 
tion for us, and the infallible authority of the Church to guide us, 
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then these Divine Words of our Incarnate God ought to teach us 
modesty and diffidence and convince us that, in spite of all our 
advantages and all our wholly exceptional opportunities, we are 
nevertheless poor weak mortals, easily overcome and easily led 
astray. 

The expression employed by Jesus Christ is strikingly clear, and can 
be mistaken by no one. “The children of the Kingdom of Heaven,” 
that is to say, those who belong by legitimate profession and formal 
incorporation to the kingdom of Christ here below, which is the 
Church, shall be cast out, while the stranger and the alien, who 
have had no share [at all events, no recognized and external share] 
in that kingdom will enjoy the privileges of true children, and be 
received into everlasting Tabernacles. Thus it is clearly laid down, 
by the very highest authority, that although there is but one only 
true and infallible Church, yet many outside her visible fold will 
be saved, whereas, many living within her fold will be lost. 

This deplorable fact means not that there is or can be anything 
lacking or deficient in the glorious Church which Christ has founded, 
but simply that man has free will, and strong passions, and subtle 
enemies, and that he can resist even the strongest graces, and neglect 
the most powerful aids to goodness and virtue. Faith does not 
dispense us from all care and solicitude. Though it provides us 
with most abundant means, it does not force us to avail ourselves 
of them. It places arms in our hands; it does not compel us to 
use them. It promises us certain victory over all our enemies, but 
only on certain conditions. It supplies innumerable motives, and 
motives of the most cogent and powerful character, but it does 
not oblige us to ponder over them, and to appreciate their weight 
and irresistible force. 

Look around on the world of to-day. Consider how some 
Catholics live. Study their habits, their mode of life, their worldli- 
ness, their indifference and carelessness in spiritual matters. How 
many there are who give themselves up to a career of pleasure, dis- 
sipation, and amusement. How many act and talk as though life 
were one long holiday, without duties, or obligations, or responsi- 
bilities. How many spend the all too precious moments in flut- 
tering, like butterflies, from one earthly dissipation to another; in- 
tent merely on the things of time. They discuss the last scandal; 
the most recent fashions; the passing events of the day; and the 
ever-varying fortunes of social or political parties. They may go 























274 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


to Mass, at least on Sundays, but they have no realization of the 
stupendous importance of the awful sacrifice that they are assist- 
ing at, and remain cold and unaffected. They may mutter a prayer 
occasionally, but they pray without heart, and without any strong 
desire to be heard. In short, they are Catholics in name; they 
maintain a certain outward conformity to the faith, and are to be 
seen at church, at stated intervals, but that is all. 

Religion is but a cloak that lies very lightly upon them, and 
scarcely touches their innermost soul. It is not “the one thing 
necessary,” it does not take hold of and retain possession of the 
very marrow and essence of their being. It does not come down upon 
them like a pentecostal fire and consume them with a holy zeal 
for God and divine things. The fact is, they are ever striving after 
that most impossible of all attempts, viz., to serve, at one and the 
same time, God and mammon. They may be willing enough to 
enjoy the delights of the next world, but, whatever happens, they 
have made up their minds that they are going to enjoy the delights 
of this. The result is that, little by little, the visible world gains 
a closer and closer hold upon them; it engages all their attention; 
it occupies their heart and affections; and the spiritual world fades 
away, and gradually loses whatever little influence it once pos- 
sessed. They neglect the Sacraments; they become blind to the 
gravity and heinousness of sin; they take no real trouble to avoid 
temptations; they fall again and again into grievous sin, and at 
last God, in punishment, allows them to die in their sins. Thus, 
while the stranger and the alien is received into God’s heavenly 
Home, the “children of His Kingdom,” that is to say, those who 
have lived and spent their days in the bosom of the Church, are 
“cast out into the exterior darkness, where there shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.” 

What an appalling fate! What a terrible end to a careless life! 
What anguish and remorse will then seize upon the poor outcast 
soul, when it at last realizes the fruits of its inattention and culpable 
lassitude. It might so easily have been saved. It had such power- 
ful, such abundant, such easy means at its disposal, if only it had 
deemed it worth while to make use of them; but they were all 
neglected. It had no time for such things, it was wholly absorbed 
by the trivialities and the vanities of the passing moment. Others, 
with only a hundredth part of its opportunities, succeeded in 
saving their souls. Others, without the special graces and bless- 
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ings, and spiritual favors that God had rained with such abundance 
upon that soul, have nevertheless made such a good use of the few 
graces given them, that they have entered into eternal Glory, while 
it is left to bemoan and curse its folly for all eternity. 


My brethren, let us arouse ourselves to a sense of our true 
position. We may, indeed, be Catholics, but that of itself is no 
security. The question is, are we downright practical Catholics? 
Are we living up to the high standard set by the Church? “Noblesse 
oblige.” If we are the true Children of Christ, then let us act 
as such. If we claim Him as our Father, then let us think of Him, 
obey Him, and treat Him with the respect, and the affection and the 
love of sons. 


It is a grand thing to be a Catholic, true. But it were better far 
to be a savage or a poor ignorant heathen, than a Catholic who 
turns his back upon his Lord and Master, and who loses his own 
soul. If one is resolved to go to hell, it were less disastrous to 
go there as an unbeliever and an infidel, than as a responsible 
child of the Church. By comparison with him the heathen is al- 
most blameless. He knows nothing of the authority of the Church. 
He has never so much as heard of the seven Sacraments; nor 
has he ever assisted at the adorable Sacrifice of the altar, or once 
received the Sacred Body and Blood of the Son of God. The 
many exhortations and moving discourses, the warnings and ad- 
monitions and the repeated calls to a better life, that Catholics re- 
ceive, have been denied to him. The example of the saints, the 
courage of the martyrs, and thie holy lives of so many fellow Chris- 
tians are stimulants to piety and sanctification which are known 
to us who are of the household of the faith, but wholly unknown to 
outsiders. 


For these and for many other reasons, which there is no time 
to specify, God will deal much more mercifully with a pagan, who 
has rebelled against Him, than with a Catholic, whom He has 
loaded with His gifts, and surrounded with His graces, but who, 
nevertheless, has broken His Commands, and has died unrepentant 
and unabsolved. The baseness and ingratitude of the one bears no 
sort of proportion to that of the other, so that, if the first is to be 
beaten with “whips,” the second will be scourged with “scorpions” 
(III. Kings xii, 11). There are “many mansions” in hell, as there 
are in heaven; but the lowest of these will be reserved for the bad, 








276 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


disobedient, ungrateful and faithless members of the Holy, Catholic, 
and Apostolic Church. 

Let us then beware, and if we are growing careless, let us 
tremble lest we, like so many others, should, perchance, end mis- 
erably, and incur God’s just but awful anger. For, the Apostolic 
assures us, that: “It is an awful thing (above all, for a bad 
Catholic) to fall into the hands of the living God.” May God in 
His mercy guard us from so appalling a fate. Amen. 
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OCCASIONAL SERMONS 


THE PROFESSION OF A NUN 
THE REASONS FOR CONVENT LIFE 
DISCOURSE BY THE RIGHT REV. PRIOR BURGE, 0.S.B., OF GRASSENDALE 


“Hearken, O daughter, and see, and incline thine ear: forget thy people and 
thy father’s house, for the King hath delighted in thy beauty and He is the 
Lord our God.”—Ps. 44. 


My dear Sisters in Christ: The occasion that has called us to- 
gether is a very solemn one. The step that our dear Sister is about 
to take is a very momentous one and fraught with consequences 
most momentous, not only in the present life but in the life to 
come. The Great King has whispered in her ear, He has cast His 
spell over one of the favored daughters of Adam, and she must 
leave all things to follow Him. For the Lord our God is a jealous 
God. He will brook no divided allegiance in the hearts that He 
chooses for Himself; He will not be content unless His spouse 
leaves her people and her father’s house; He requires that the 
sweetest and tenderest ties that bind us on earth be severed before 
His chosen one can be admitted into the intimacy of his friendship. 
It is the old story, as old as Christianity itself. At the outset of 
His public life He looked around to find hearts that were true, and 
then He uttered those simple words, “Follow Me.” “And forth- 
with leaving all things they followed Him.” Even at this hour, this 
very day, all over the world many a meek and loving soul is falling 
under the spell of Christ’s magnetic influence and is leaving all 
things to follow Him because the Great King has called and is 
enamored of the beauty of a human soul. 

It must ever be a mystery hard to fathom that the Lord of 
Heaven should seek and delight in the union and affection of a 
human soul. It is most difficult to understand what attractions 
there can be in our mortal nature, or how it is possible to make 
the least return to Him for all that He has done for us. If it is 
our companionship that He seeks, there is nothing in it that we can 
see but shallowness and fickleness. Of prayer we tire so soon, we 
put so little heart into our efforts, we are so easily disheartened 


277 





y 
| 
} 
| 
} 
, 








278 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


and carried away, and are glad when the time comes to escape 
from our intercourse with Him. Or if it be our services for His 
Kingdom that gives Him pleasure, wha: are they after all? How 
slight are our labors to win souls for Him, how unworthy the ob- 
jects of our exertions. How hard it is to love souls chiefly for the 
sake of Christ! Wherever we turn our gaze upon ourselves we 
are confronted with a:spectacle of mingled weakness, sinfulness, and 
selfishness, and this is the soul that God delights to honor. “How 
vain am 1? How should He love a thing so low?” Who would 
dare to believe it were it not for His own blessed words and 
example? It is borne in upon us by that wonderful descent from 
His Father’s bosom to our lowly sphere. It was His love for man 
that formed the constraining force which brought about so mar- 
velous an event. He came to spread a fire upon earth and His 
supreme wish was that it should be enkindled. It is borne in upon 
us by the institution of the Holy Eucharist in which the loving 
ingenuity of our God framed a perfect device to insure the most 
intimate union with the souls that He loves. 

It is borne in upon us in innumerable passages of Holy Writ, 
such as “I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore I 
have had pity on thee and drawn thee.” All this is unmistakable, 
but most mysterious, and we can only exclaim, “Blessed be the 
Divine goodness and mercy of our God, and blessed for ever be 
His Holy Name for looking down on the lowliness of His creatures.” 
We may seek some solution of the difficulty in the surmise that He 
loves us not so much for what we are but for what we may be. 
We may suspect that He sees in us possibilities and powers that 
under the fostering influence of His grace, may some day result 
in the development of a creature which will be a real delight to 
Him for all eternity. As we see fathers and mothers bending with 
delight over the little speeches and ways of their young children’s 
trivial outbursts which are nothing in themselves, but which to 
fond parents seem to give promise of future character and ability, 
so our lisping words, our little sallies, though imperfect in them- 
selves, may be very sweet in God’s eyes in view of what they 
portend in the life to come. In truth we do find in ourselves 
certain mysterious powers and gifts that seem to be altogether too 
high, too noble for any practical use in this life—take, for instance, 
our faculty of knowledge, what a marvelous gift is this. From 
the beginning of time man has been inquiring, analysing, storing 
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up facts and discoveries, and yet our faculty for knowledge is far 
from being exhausted; we go on learning from cradle to grave, 
and we continue to learn. In fact the most capable of students 
at the end of a long life are bound to confess that the more they 
learn the more they realize how little they know. It is quite clear 
that man’s capacity for knowledge is so vast that nothing on earth 
is capable of filling or satisfying its vast expanse. Not in this 
life but in another will this satisfaction be found when the Foun- 
tain of Wisdom will pour its mighty waters into our souls for 
evermore, and we shall abound in “The riches of the wisdom and 
the knowledge of God.” For the Psalmist tells us: “With Thee 
is the fountain of life and in Thy light we shall see light” (B, 35). . 
For we now see in a dark manner, as it were in a cloudy mirror, 
but then “face to face,” as the poet beautifully expresses it: 


Our little systems have their day, 
They have their day and cease to be; 
They are but broken lights of Thee, 
And Thou, O Lord, are more than they. 
(In Memoriam.) 


“Broken lights,” we grope about like feebled-eyed men, ever 
craving and longing for more light, more knowledge, more illumina- 
tion. The same conclusion is brought home to us on the con- 
sideration of that other wonderful faculty of man, the capacity for 
joy, desire and love, an ocean vast and deep in every human breast, 
whose depths are never plumbed by any mortal satisfaction. The 
effect of human consolations is restlessness, anxiety, and dis- 
turbance, because “our hearts are made for God, and they can find 
rest in Him alone.” As the devout author of the following text 
observes: “Thou canst not be satisfied with any temporal good, for 
Thou wast not created for the enjoyment of such things.” 

He goes on to point out that earthly beauty is deceitful, for 
it quickly fades. The promises of men are not true, for they are 
in a condition of constant change; sooner or later the strongest 
and sweetest ties that bind us to earth must be broken, whether we 
will or no. Is this boundless capacity for love and enjoyment a 
failure? Is there nothing here capable of filling up this vast gulf 
to satisfy it to overflowing? We are sorrowfully compelled to ac- 
knowledge that there is nothing. But we know that there 
is nought created by God, not the least of His creatures, that 
has not a clear and definite purpose. We are, therefore, 
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forced to the irresistible conclusion that there must be a satis- 
faction for these boundless gifts in another life, a satiety re- 
served for the day when God shall be revealed face to face and 
shall make His servants drink of the torrent of His pleasure. 
—O wonderful condition of human nature! O mysterious charm 
of the human soul to be able to win the regards and delight of 
the Son of God, and make Him bend in loving caress over so in- 
significant and unworthy a creature! Listen then, chosen Spouse 
of Christ, for the King is whispering in your ear, He is claiming 
the complete sacrifice and love of a devoted heart. And when the 
King speaks, who can refuse Him? Earthly princes have only to 
express a wish or feel an inclination, and those who are in at- 
tendance on them regard such things as royal commands. And 
shall not we heed the desires of our King with deeper solicitude 
and humbler reverence? Happy are the ears that can catch the 
whisper of the Divine Voice and turn a deaf ear to the tumult of 
the world. For the prophet teaches us that God’s Voice is not 
in the storm and tempest, is not in the earthquake, but as he 
quaintly expresses it, is found in the “whistling of gentle air” (III. 
Kings xix). 

The world may wonder what can be the attraction for young 
and innocent souls in these dread walls, and regret your decision 
that condemns you to an enclosure which to them seems little better 
than a prison. But these are the’necessary conditions for catching 
the Voice of the King. That “small still Voice” can be alone 
heard in all its music and enchantment in the cloister where earthly 
syrens are powerless to penetrate. If the pensive student may 
spend laborious days in poring over his books in search of knowl- 
edge, if the traveler may launch himself in vast and frightful 
solitudes for the sake of new discoveries, may not a devout soul 
consign herself to these walls in order to commune with God and 
share the privileges of His Divine intercourse? Here she may ex- 
plore the secrets of holy love; here she may discover truths for the 
least of which St. Ignatius declared himself ready to lay down his 
life and die; here she may seek those words that are sweeter than 
honey and the honeycomb. Can you then find any more appropriate 
words on such a day as this than those of the prophet: “I will 
hear what the Lord God shall speak to me?” Such are your feel- 
ings, we know full well from your presence here to-day before 
the altar of God; we know it from the years of preparation that 
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you have taken to consider your decision, a decision which you are 
anxious to-day to proclaim before this gracious assembly. 

The hour so long expected has at last arrived. The King’s voice 
has been heard; he is enamored of the beauty of your soul; he 
bids you break the tenderest and sweetest of human bonds. This 
invitation will entail more than one cross, more than one deep pang, 
but we are sure that in spite of all obstacles you will exclaim to- 
day: “Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth. I will listen to what 
the Lord shall speak in me!” 











CONFERENCES FOR THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
PART FIRST. 


RESPONSIBILITIES OF CATHOLIC MANHOOD TO- 
WARDS PUBLIC LIFE 


III. Tue SPREADING oF ATHEISM 


A stone cast into a stagnant pool will form circle after circle 
upon the waters until the banks resist further spreading. So does 
our modern paganism, like a stone thrown into a pool, spread fur- 
ther and further, unless vigorously resisted. And just as the ever 
growing circles in the pool deface the picture of sun and sky in 
the water, so does our modern paganism mar that peace and tran- 
quility in life that should be proper to the children of God. 

We fondly imagine that we are a Christian nation, and we glory 
in that name. At the same time, however, more than half the popu- 
lation of this fine land of ours is not affiliated with any of the 
numerous denominations. While the Catholic Church is stronger 
than three or four of the most representative denominations taken 
together, for the simple reason that she is organized and her forces 
are united, one may safely say that nearly half of our population 
believe in no God. How useless, then, to boast of our great achieve- 
ments when the land is desolate with the desolation of unbelief. 
Much has been done by the Church in the past. Much has been 
done despite the dreadful odds against the Church. Yet, we are 
only at the beginning of the real work, and great obstacles must be 
overcome to save that which was lost, and to restore all things in 
Christ. 

In the heroic work of renewing the face of the earth, the Church 
is the salt of the earth. It cannot be otherwise, since only she 
was authorized and commissioned to spread the glad tidings of 
her Lord. 

Looking about us, among our dissenting brethren, we can scarcely 
detect an indication of a reawakening of faith, although sporadic 
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efforts are not lacking here and there. For the greater part their 
professional reformers strain at gnats and swallow camels. 

The aims of these self-appointed reformers must come to naught, 
partly because they follow the business of “reforming” for the 
money there is in it for them, and partly because by their diatribes 
they repel rather than attract. Many people outside of the True 
Fold are, like children, crying for the bread of the gospel truths, 
and there is none to give to them. In their churches they find 
moving-picture shows or some other entertainment, with some 
would-be reformer talking about all sorts of matter except the 
gospel. The gospel is out of fashion. And thus modern paganism 
is spread among our Protestant brethren. Nor does this poison 
of atheism confine itself to our dissenting brethren; it seeks to 
attack the lukewarm of our own creed. Yes, the lukewarm Catho- 
lics are often affected by this poison, and soon they drop out of 
the ranks altogether. 

Little wonder, then, that atheism gains ground so easily in our 
fair land. If this were simply a religious question, some might 
say: What difference does it make? But the spreading of atheism in 
our country does not only affect religion and the souls of men, but 
the very foundation of our land. Indeed, our country cannot escape 
anarchy if the people at large become indifferent to the loss of 
Faith. 

To point to only one thing which eventually must bring ruin upon 
this land, if the tide of paganism is not stemmed, just see how an 
oath is even now regarded. The oath is one of the most important 
matters in the administration of justice. Of what value, however, 
is an oath upon the lips of one who denies that there is a God. 
Another malady resulting from decline of Faith, a malady attack- 
ing the very foundation of our government, is public corruption. 
And then there is the ever increasing ratio of juvenile criminals that 
has set great lawyers and educators a-thinking. No atheist, however, 
is willing to admit that the constant growth of juvenile crime must 
be attributed to the lack of moral education. The solutions and rem- 
edies some of these unbelieving experts propose are too ludicrous 
for mention. Not very long ago an expert educator advanced the 
theory that crime and corruption would pass away if the children 
had more public play grounds. Another prominent educator 
claimed that the influence of music would destroy the baser traits in 
the juvenile mind, and that therefore each school should have a 
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pianola or at least a phonograph, that the pupils be regaled with 
selections from the great masters, in lieu of moral instruction. 
Evidently the teaching of the Ten Commandments of God is so 
much beneath the dignity of modern enlightenment that it does not 
deserve thought. 


Whatever the name or guise of “ethical” culture, so called, may 
be, one fact will always prove an obstacle in the way of achieving 
any lasting results. And this is the inability of merely natural 
virtues coping successfully with human inclinations. Natural vir- 
tues are based upon a purely utiliiarian principle, namely the seeking 
of self, and can never have the compelling force with which religion 
invests morality. 


Relying upon Divine help, and enriched with the experience of 
centuries, the Catholic Church fully understands the drift of the 
times, she recognizes the cause of the evil that makes the land 
desolate, and she insists that a purely secular education, with all its 
high-sounding phrases of “ethical” culture, is not able to stem the 
tide of vice, and hence she wages war against our modern paganism 
single-handed, resting assured that her help will come from Him 
who hath made heaven and earth. 


She, the custodian and teacher of revealed truth, sounds the 
warning cry, showing the world how the evils of the present day are 
traced to a lack of religion. But, alas, even many of her own 
children, by indifference and lukewarmness, or imagined intellec- 
tual superiority, turn a deaf ear to her motherly pleading. 


Much is expected of you, the Catholic manhood of this day. The 
Church appeals to men, to you! Can you afford to see this country 
goto ruin? Can you afford to rob your children of peace and secu- 
rity in this life, and of happiness in the hereafter? Can you afford 
to lose for yourself the heritages, both tenporal and eternal, for 
which your forefathers in the Faith gave their very lives? (Can you 
afford to trample under foot the very honor of God? 


Therefore, as much as in your power, help and try to stop the 
poison of modern paganism from doing more harm than it has al- 
ready done. 

Ask of the good St. Joseph that we, the Catholic manhood of this 
country, may obtain a spark of that zeal for the holy Faith that 
he showed amid all the dangers to which his stay in Egypt ex 
posed him. 














CONFERENCES FOR CHILDREN OF MARY 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XV. CHOOSING A VOCATION 


My Dear Children of Mary:—The question most important in 
your life, the question that, in all likelihood, will determine your 
temporal and eternal welfare, is the question of your vocation. 
Since this is so, it is the question that must be solved before all 
others. To wait until you are thirty or forty years of age before 
deciding would be folly. The question of vocation admits of no 
trifling. If you have reason to think that God has selected you for 
a life in the convent, a decision must be made within a year or two 
from now. If any of you have heard of God the word spoken to 
the Apostles: “Come, follow Me,” it would be unwise to delay the 
call for a day that may never come. 

You must not think that the important question of vocation can 
be decided at your own convenience and pleasure. To answer this 
great question it will not be enough to consult your likes and dis- 
likes. There is but one consideration to which you must pay atten- 
tion, and that is the holy Will of God. Vocation is not a matter of 
deciding in which state of life you might enjoy the most comfort 
or pleasure. Such personal considerations bear no weight with the 
holy Will of God. Vocation is a matter of pleasing God first, 
last, and all the time. Talents, health, strength of character, a good 
disposition, might fit equally well in any or all of the three voca- 
tions you may select. The holy Will of God must be the para- 
mount consideration. 

That you may not make a fatal mistake in the choice of vocation, 
I will give you four rules, by the help of which you will be enabled 
to make the right choice. 

In the first place, you must seek light in prayer. Prayer means 
speaking to God. We cannot think of speaking with God without 
expecting God to speak to us in return. Of what use would you 
consider writing letters to a friend, if that friend never answered 
your letters? You would come to the conclusion that this supposed 
friend cannot think so very much of you after all, else she would 
reply to the letters you write. In a like manner we should grow 
discouraged speaking to God, unless He, too, spoke to us. And 
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God really does speak to us in reply to the prayers we address to 
Him. He speaks to us chiefly through our conscience, and by en- 
lightening our mind in such a way that we see things in a light often 
very different from what we would see without that light. 

The most fitting times in which to speak to God regarding the 
question of vocation, are the precious minutes after holy Commu- 
nion. Make good use of these valuable moments, and ask our dear 
Lord, the lover of souls, to give you His light and help, that you 
may decide upon the vocation He has selected for you. Another 
very efficient means for obtaining advice is the making of novenas 
in honor of St. Aloysius, of St. Anthony, or of any of the saints. 
Such novenas are always to conclude with the reception of the holy 
Sacraments. God could never permit that a fervent prayer should 
remain unanswered. 

In the second place, you must consider your own inclination. 
Often you find children playing little games in which they imitate 
the vocations of grown people. Some little girls will dress up to 
resemble nuns, and they act the part of teachers; others will be 
little mothers, others will assume the part of a favorite trade, and 
sO on. 

In these moods and childish plays you may often be able to foresee 
the life-work of coming years. Ask yourselves, therefore, what has 
been your favorite play or pastime. Did you like to play school 
and be the teacher? Were you everlastingly bothering your mother 
for ribbons and remnants of silks to trim your old hats and bonnets? 
Did you take your smaller brothers and sisters into some quiet 
corner of your home, to make believe that you were their 
mother and that they had to mind you? These things seem silly 
to older children, but for you, when you were small, they meant a 
great deal. You had the choice of playing at whatever you liked. 
You imagined yourselves as important as grown people, and the 
choice you made in imitating the work of grown people shows an 
inclination towards the life-work you are to select now in all 
earnestness. Hence it is well for you to think awhile and to recall 
the games of early childhood as giving you a key to the inclination 
that has been yours from the time your reason began to dawn. 

Then, too, you will have to take an honest inventory of your tal- 
ents, of your strength of body, mind and will, to see for yourselves 
whether you are fitted for some particular vocation. Girls who 
are backward in their studies, not for lack of health but for lack 
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of talent, need not think of a religious vocation. In all probability 
such a calling is not intended for them. There may, however, be 
exceptions to this rule, and in such cases the parish priest will be 
able to give advice. Again, girls who are delicate and frail may 
postpone the consideration of a vocation. But for all the rest of you 
this question must be faced squarely at the present time. 


Thirdly, if you have reason to think that you are called to the 
religious life, do not fail to make known to the priest to whom you 
go to confession your reason for considering this choice. Ask him 
to give you the necessary advice, either in the confessional or out 
of it, as he may see fit. And if, after considering your reasons, he 
tells you that you have a vocation for the convent life, regard his 
voice as the voice of God. 


Obey such call willingly and gladly, thanking God that from 
among thousands and thousands He has selected you to serve Him 
in a holy manner, that He wants you to be ever near Him, permit- 
ting you to live under the roof that shelters Him in the Tabernacle 
of the convent chapel. 


Lastly, you must ask the advice and consent of your parents. 


For some unaccountable reason many parents are opposed to 
their children serving God in the convent or at the altar. Lack of 
means, dependence of old age, and sentiment are brought out in 
force to urge the child to change his or her will. Nearly all who 
wish to embrace the religious state have to overcome this obstacle. 


If some of you might wish to enter the convent, and you find 
your parents unwilling to let you go, you must bear in mind two 
considerations. First, we must obey God rather than man. Christ 
said: “If you love father or mother more than Me, you are not 
worthy of Me.” Once we are certain of our vocation we must be 
ready to overcome all obstacles, to overcome all sentiment, or we 
will make a dismal failure of our life. In telling your parents of 
the vocation which you believe is yours, God Himself will give the 
words into your mouths you are to say. If your parents are un- 
willing to let you follow the way of God, pray all the more, not only 
for yourselves that you may persevere, but that you may, with the 
help of God, bring your parents over to your way of thinking. 
Ask God to soften their hearts! 


Secondly, if your prayers seem without immediate result, all you 
can do is to resign yourself to the will of your parents until you 
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become of age. After that you are free to do whatever you know 
to be best. 

Some years ago I knew a family who were most unwilling 
to let their daughter enter the convent. The father left nothing 
undone to get his daughter to forget her idea of being a nun. The 
parents were wealthy and the girl was given dresses in the very 
height of fashion. When she showed talent for music her father 
sent her to the best teachers. She had a sweet voice, and her 
father had her voice cultivated. Her older brothers had to take her 
to amusements and parties, her home was the meeting place for 
young people, and the parents encouraged the visits of good young 
men. All these attractions seemed without influence to change the 
girl’s choice. Finally the father took her to Europe and showed 
her the large cities of Europe with their beautiful treasures of 
art. Returning home, the father still saw that his daughter was not 
happy, and he asked her one day why she was not happy with all 
he was doing for her. Without hesitation she told him that she 
could not be happy except in the convent. “Well,” he sadly replied, 
“if nothing can change your determination, you had better go to the 
convent, but, I assure you, mine is the bigger sacrifice.” 

This girl is now a zealous sister, teaching in a parish school. Her 
lessons in music and vocal training, and her travels all over Europe, 
have been an education that she puts to splendid use in her teaching. 
You see how the various means to which her father resorted in 
his efforts to keep her out of the convent were permitted to equip 
the girl so much the better for the service of God in her vocation 
as a teacher. 

Be not discouraged, therefore, if you meet with obstacles. God’s 
way is the best way. 




















CONFERENCES FOR BOYS 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XXXIX. Sr. STANISLAUS 


My Dear Boys:—In the year 1564 two brothers entered the 
University of Vienna, in Austria. The name of the older boy was 
Paul Kostka, the younger one’s name was Stanislaus. They were 
the sons of an illustrious Polish family, and their means and noble 
rank opened to them the fashionable and exclusive circles. In 
their ways, the two boys were as far apart as the North Pole is 
from the South Pole. Paul was worldly, Stanislaus, a saint. 

Paul made the best of the opportunities which money and in- 
fluential connections offered. Life to him meant nothing but tast- 
ing all the pleasures youth and means may procure. His stay at the 
university was merely a means of getting an amount of pleasure 
he was not able to enjoy at home. It is to be expected that a 
pleasure-loving youth like Paul Kostka could have little thought 
for anything so serious as the saving of his soul. If religion inter- 
fered with his pleasures, religion was bound to suffer. And so 
Paul drifted with the tide of the easy-going and pleasure-loving 
society. In name Paul was a Catholic. And that was about all 
that can be said of his religion. Needless to say, he was a most 
popular young man. He was the example of good fellowship, full 
of fun, witty, and brilliant. 

The younger brother was quiet, unassuming, and nicknamed 
“the saint” by the frivolous companions of Paul. While he was not 
liked by the friends of Paul, they could not help admiring and 
respecting him. No one dared to make an improper remark in his 
presence. He was bold enough to let the friends of his brother 
know that he did not approve of frivolity. He was as much a 
friend of piety and purity as Paul was a friend of loose morals. 
I need hardly tell you that Paul left nothing untried to make Stanis- 
laus join his way of living. Not only Paul, but also his com- 
panions made it hard for him to walk the narrow and straight path. 
The saint was surrounded by wickedness. There was no one to give 
him a kind word of encouragement. When Paul found that the 
united efforts of himself and his companions were of no avail he 
went so far as to misrepresent his brother at home. We informed 
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his parents that Stanislaus was a good-for-nothing, a hypocrite, an 
idle dreamer, too silly to take the world as it is. The saint bore 
all the ridicule he received from his own people and said nothing. 
What kept him up in these severe trials was his childlike devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin. He knew that, though his earthly mother 
might question his motives of piety, his heavenly mother would not 
only understand him, but be of more help and consolation to him 
than the best of earthly mothers could ever be. 


As a last effort, Paul took lodgings with a Protestant family, 
and his brother had to accompany him. This family was bitterly 
opposed to everything Catholic. Stanislaus had to suffer countless 
insults. His Faith, however, could not be shaken. During his 
stay at this place he became very sick. He begged his brother to 
call a priest, but his brother only laughed at him. When the saint 
saw not a single soul in the house ready to do him this favor, he 
had recourse to the Blessed Virgin to help him. His prayers were 
answered. Angels entered his room and brought him the holy Com- 
munion, which human beings refused him. After receiving holy 
Communion from the hands of the angels he had a vision of the 
Mother of God with the Infant Saviour. The Christchild left the 
arms of His Mother, and came to embrace him. It repaid him for 
all the trials and suffering he had to endure. It was in this vision 
that he was told to join the Society of Jesus. Long and earnestly 
he had prayed to know his vocation! He realized that he was on 
earth not to seek pleasure but to do the holy Will of God. In 
this happy vision, God Himself told him what to do. While there 
had been doubt whether he would ever recover from his sickness, 
he got well immediately after the vision. It was not an easy 
matter for him to leave Vienna and join the Society of Jesus. 
But where there is a will there is a way. St. Stanislaus had no 
other means open to him but flight. He, therefore, resolved to 
walk the entire distance from Vienna to Rome. It takes a railroad 
train about a day and a night to make this trip, so you may imagine 
what a task it was for a sixteen-year-old boy to travel this distance 
on foot. He had to pass through parts unknown to him, with not 
a penny in his pockets, and depended upon charity for the bread 
he ate and the shelter he needed. It was a long and tiresome jour- 
ney, but finally he reached Rome. He had the great good fortune 
of receiving the religious habit from the hands of St. Francis 
Borgia. 
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St. Stanislaus was by no means a strong boy. He was in delicate 
health. Nevertheless, he was severe with himself in doing pen- 
ance. The journey from Vienna to Rome was a great task for him. 
However, he had been accustomed to fasting three days each week, 
and so he knew no fear of hunger. Even while living with his 
brother in Vienna he had secretly scourged his tender body to 
keep passion and senses under perfect control. It was no wonder, 
then, that during the novitiate, instead being a pupil in the practice 
of penance and mortification, he became the model for others. 
From the time he entered the order, he was a model and source of 
edification for all. He died young. In his eighteenth year he 
contracted a fever and succumbed. Such is briefly the life of St. 
Stanislaus. Some of you, in listening to this story, may have won- 
dered that so much was said of the life of his brother, Paul. It 
was done with a purpose. The life of Paul adds, by its contrast, 
to the beauty of the life of his brother, the saint. 


The life of the older boy, Paul, shows that, no matter how good 
one’s parents may be, no matter how well children may be instructed 
and trained, they must labor for their own salvation. No one else 
can save your soul for you. You may receive all kinds of advice, 
all kinds of help, but the real work is your own. I dare say there 
are many boys who imagine that, since they have attended a parish 
school, and have pious parents, they can do much as they like 
without danger of going very wrong. The life of Paul Kostka is a 
lesson to the contrary. 


Paul had the same bringing up as his saintly brother. He had 
the same pious and careful parents, the same training, the same op- 
portunities. He might have become a saint like him. But all the 
training, all the good example, did not avail Paul. He was com- 
pletely taken up with the things of this world. 


You may say the two boys had different dispositions. Paul was 
lively, full of fun, while the saint was of a quiet disposition. This 
argument is misleading. Disposition is not sinful, nor does it fol- 
low that a quiet disposition is necessarily an indication of saintliness. 
Neither is a cheerful disposition a sign of wickedness. Most saints, 
indeed, of whose lives we have knowledge, were cheerful and happy. 
The constant union with God can scarcely have any other effect 
upon character than cheerfulness and happiness. Disposition, then, 
has nothing to do with saintliness. 
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When we read of the great deeds the saints have performed, we 
are inclined to think that they were made of different clay than we 
are. Nothing is more erroneous. The saints were human, and 
they had trials and temptations, as we have. Their inclination 
towards evil was as much of a hindrance to them as it is to us, and 
they had feelings like we have. Fasting was not a pleasure for 
them. They felt the pangs of hunger as well as we do. The mor- 
tifications to which they subjected themselves hurt them as much 
as they would hurt us, if we were brave enough to inflict such suf- 
fering upon ourselves for the expiation of our sins. When laughed 
at and made fun of, when called hypocrites, and made to suffer 
untold insults, they were very conscious of the injury. When St. 
Stanislaus was laughed at for being pious, when he was called a 
hypocrite, when he fasted and performed other severe works of 
penance, it caused him physical and mental suffering. Indeed, if it 
had not he would have had little merit. The way to heaven is a 
painful and difficult way. We must be ready to suffer, both in our 
body and in our mind, if we want to ever get to heaven. Since 
heaven is a place of reward, we must earn and deserve heaven, or we 
will never reach it. 

Both St. Stanislaus and his brother, Paul, are dead for nearly 
four hundred years. Whether Paul ever got to heaven after 
his careless life on earth, we have no reason to know. Let us hope 
that, through the prayers of his saintly brother, he may have had 
the grace of repentance. However that may be, who to-day has a 
kind word for Paul? Anyone who reads the life of the saint reads 
also how cruel Paul was to his saintly brother. Several hundred 
years have passed, and even now he may be asking himself what 
good his life on earth was to him? His pleasures, his dissipation 
are gone. He lived for the world. What did the world do for 
him? Nothing. Four hundred years gone, and, behold, the 
name of Stanislaus is revered and honored throughout the whole 
Catholic world. Countless societies, altars, and churches are erected 
in his honor. His is a glorious name. His life has been preached 
to thousands and thousands of boys and young men, as an example 
worthy of imitation. And when we have passed away, the life of 
St. Stanislaus will be told to countless others. His name will live 
to the end of time. 

His life on earth comprised only eighteen years. How little and 
trifling his good works must seem in comparison to the reward he 
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now enjoys for nearly four hundred years! And these four hundred 
years are but the beginning of his never-ending reward. 

Now, then, which example will you follow, Paul’s, or the example 
of Stanislaus? Let us say a prayer to St. Stanislaus that he may 
assist in obtaining the grace for us to follow in his footsteps, so 
that we may, after this short life, be permitted to be in his blessed 
company for ever and ever. 











THE GOSPELS EXPLAINED TO CHILDREN 


SUNDAY AFTER THE CIRCUMCISION 
RETURN OF THE Hoty Famity From Ecypt 


Introduction—We read in last Sunday’s gospel of the return of 
Our Lady and St. Joseph with the Divine Child from Jerusalem to 
Nazareth. What had happened in the meantime? ... The 
three Wise Men had been going about Jerusalem asking: 
“Where is the new-born King of the Jews?” Herod took alarm, 
and feared to lose his power; he was haunted day and night 
by the thought of the new-born King, and at last, being unable to 
rest, he plotted his destruction. What was Herod’s plan?... 
Cunningly devised as it was, it did not succeed. How was the 
Divine Child saved from Herod? ... In the night an angel ap- 
peared to St. Joseph and spoke to him, saying: “Arise, and take 
the Child and His Mother, and fly into Egypt, and be there until I 
shall tell thee. For it will come to pass that Herod will seek the 
Child to destroy Him.” This order was hard to obey, and Our 
Lady must have thought at once of holy Simeon’s words: “Behold, 
this Child is set for the fall and for the resurrection of many in 
Israel, and for a sign which shall be contradicted. And thy own 
soul a sword shall pierce.” 

A journey to Egypt lasted eight or ten days, and for the greater 
part of the way the road passes through a desert, where there is no 
water. Just at the edge of the desert stands a very old wild fig 
tree, and close beside it a spring of water. An old legend tells us 
that the Holy Family stopped to rest under this tree. Our Lady 
was exhausted by the long journey across the desert, and suffered 
greatly from thirst. She prayed to God, and suddenly a spring 
bubbled up from the earth. 

The Holy Family remained in Egypt between two and four years, 
occupying a little house that is still pointed out in the neighbor- 
hood of Cairo. St. Helena caused a church to be built over it. 
To-day’s gospel tells us of their return. 

I. Gospet: Matth. ii, 19-23. 

1. Death of Herod. 
2. Apparition of the angel. 
3. Return of the Holy Family. 
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II. ExptanaTion: 1. Death of Herod—The Holy Family 
found a safe refuge in Egypt, for Herod had no power there. What 
horrible crime did he commit in Bethlehem? . . . (The Holy Inno- 
‘cents were the first martyrs for Christ. We honor them on De- 
cember 28th, very soon after Christmas.) It was not long before 
God punished him. What was the cruel king’s end? The Jewish 
historian Josephus tells us: “The tyrant was seventy years of age, 
but, being afraid of losing his authority, he condemned his own 
son to death, and sent messengers to Rome asking the emperor to 
confirm the death sentence. Meanwhile he was attacked by a disease, 
and an inward fire consumed him. He had a most intense craving 
for food and drink, but could neither eat nor drink on account of 
unbearable pain in his intestines. His body swelled up, and worms 
bred in his flesh. It became daily more difficult for him to breathe, 
and violent convulsions in all his limbs gave him an altogether un- 
natural strength. He knew that no cure was possible, and this 
knowledge gave rise to a perfect frenzy of rage, for he was aware 
that every one was looking forward with joy to his death. What 
did the monster do? He caused the chief men among the people 
to be arrested, and gave orders that they were to be killed, as soon 
as he had himself breathed his last, so that in this way there might 
be mourning all over the country. Only five days before his death, 
he had his son executed. In his despair he attempted to kill him- 
self with a knife, but it was taken away, and at last he died. 

2. Apparition of the Angel—The deadly enemy of the Divine 
Child was dead, but his friends, who had suggested the massacre of 
the Holy Innocents, were still alive. Soon, however, they too were 
struck down by the hand of the Lord, for a rebellion broke out, and 
many of them perished. How did Joseph learn that the danger 
was over? ... What did the angel tell St. Joseph to do?... 
“Arise, and take the young Child and His Mother, and go into the 
land of Israel”’ You understand now why the angel added: “For 
they are dead that sought the life of the Child.” How do you 
think Our Lady and St. Joseph received this news? No doubt with 
deep thankfulness to God, for they had again found by experience 
that He never forsakes His people. They must have been glad, 
too, to go back to their own home. 

3. Return of the Holy Family.—They set out homewards, trav- 
elling, as we are told, along the seashore. The angel had only 
said that they were to go to the land of Israel; they did not know 





296 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


to which town. Bethlehem was one of the first places that they 
would reach, and St. Joseph seems to have thought at first of 
settling there; perhaps he said to himself that the Divine Child had 
been born in that town, and so it was probably God’s will that He 
should grow up there. He was, however, in a state of uncertainty, 
for he heard that Archelaus reigned in Judea, in the name of Herod 
his father. Archelaus was Herod’s eldest son, and not much better 
than his father, so St. Joseph was afraid to go to Judea, being 
anxious about the holy Child’s safety, and his determination to go 
elsewhere was strengthened by a warning given him in his sleep. 
Where then did the Holy Family settle? . .. At Nazareth, which 
was thenceforth their home; the prophets had foretold long before: 
“He shall be called a Nazarite.’ [Nazarite means branch or blos- 
som, and Isaias says: “There shall come forth a rod out of the 
root of Jesse (David’s father), and a flower shall rise up out of 
his root” (Is. xi, 1).] 

Questions for Repetition—When could the Holy Family return 


to their own country? ... How was God’s justice displayed in 
the case of Herod? ... Why did St. Joseph think of settling at 
Bethlehem? . . . Which town was our Lord’s earthly home? ... 


What prophecy was fulfilled by His living at Nazareth? ... 

III. Appiication: 1. Points for Instruction—(a) What does 
the history of the Holy Family show us very plainly? ... The 
Divine Child was in danger of death, but God sent His angel, and 
protected the Holy Family on the way to Egypt, and then brought 
them safely back home. We can see the action of God’s Providence 
here. What do we mean by God’s Providence? . . . Why are so 
many wicked things done in the world, e. g., the massacre of the 
children in Bethlehem? . . . (b) God sent an angel to St. Joseph; 
it must have been the guardian angel of the Holy Family. How do 
the holy angels feel towards us? . . . St. Joseph obeyed the angel’s 
words at once. How ought we to behave towards our holy guar- 
dian angels? ... 

2. Why does the Church order this gospel to be read to-day? ... 
The preceding gospels told us about our Lord’s infancy; this one 
carries on the story, and brings us to the close of the first period 
of His life. After His return home from Egypt, He grew up in 
the quiet little town of Nazareth. We, His brothers and sisters, 
ought also to grow and make progress day by day. This is what 
the Church wishes to impress upon us to-day. Have you made 
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progress since Christmas? Have you kept the good resolutions 
that you made then? Or are you no better than you were before? 
If so, Jesus cannot be pleased with you, and you are not truly the 
holy Child’s brothers and sisters. 

3. What practical lesson can we learn from this gospel? ... 
Like Mary and Joseph, we ought to have childlike confidence in 
God’s Providence. We are in His hand, and if God be with us, 
of whom shall we be afraid? Of course, God acts sometimes like a 
wise father, and punishes His children, but ought we to be discon- 
tented and grumble? No, that would be sinful. 





FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
THE FINDING OF JESUS IN THE TEMPLE 


Introduction.—After their return from Egypt, the Holy Family 
lived at Nazareth, and the Divine Child developed like a beautiful 
flower, unseen and hidden. We hear nothing of Him until He 
reached the age of twelve. To-day’s gospel tells us something that 
took place then. According to the Jewish law, every male Israelite 
was bound to celebrate the three chief festivals (the Pasch, Pente- 
cost, and the Feast of Tabernacles) in the Temple at Jerusalem. 
When a boy was twelve years old he was reckoned as a “son of 
the law,” and was required to obey its precepts; thenceforth he 
had to take part in these pilgrimages to the Sanctuary of the Lord. 
Women often went, too, but out of devotion, and not as a duty. 

I. GospeL: Luke ii, 42-52. 

1. The Holy Family at Jerusalem. 
2. Loss of the Boy Jesus. 

3. Finding of Jesus in the Temple. 
4. The Hidden Life of Jesus. 

II]. Exptanation: 1. The Holy Family at Jerusalem—His 
parents went every year to Jerusalem at the solemn day of the Pasch, 
and when He was twelve years old, they went up into Jerusalem 
according to the custom of the feast.’ The Pasch is at our Easter, 
and was instituted in thanksgiving for the deliverance of the Israel- 
ites from Egypt. It lasted a week, and was the chief festival of 
the Jews, a sort of great family gathering of the whole nation. 








298 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


What do the words “according to the custom” tell us? ... Our 
Lady and St. Joseph loved God very much and were zealous in 
keeping His holy law; and Jesus went with His parents. It was 
probably not the first time He had gone to Jerusalem on a pilgrim- 
age, but this was the first journey that He made after becoming 
subject to the law in this respect. Why have we an account of 
chis particular journey? Partly because of the extraordinary things 
siat happened during it, and partly because we may learn from it 
now careful Jesus was to observe the law, in spite of being Himself 
the Lord of the law. After the festival every one returned to his 
own home. 

2. Loss of Jesus—Our Lady and St. Joseph, like other people, 
started homewards, having a journey of nearly ninety miles before 
them. Where was the Boy Jesus? ... How could His parents 
have been so careless? How was it possible for Him to be lost? 
It is easy to account for His being lost, for several hundred thou- 
sand Jews from all parts used to assemble for the feast, and, when 
it was over, immense crowds poured out of Jerusalem in all direc- 
tions. Moreover, it was usual for the pious pilgrims to walk in 
groups, the men alone, and the women alone, and the young men 
also by themselves. The children, however, could go with either the 
men or the women. When did Mary and Joseph discover their 
loss? . . . You can imagine what alarm filled their hearts. They 
asked all their acquaintances if they had seen the Child, but no one 
could tell them anything about Him, so they turned back to Jeru- 
salem to look for Him. 

3. Finding of Jesus in the Temple—Where did Mary and Joseph 
find our Lord at last? . . . You can imagine the scene: a group of 
venerable men, with gray hair and long beards, and in their midst 
stood the Divine Child; they all gazed at Him with astonishment, 
perceiving that He was no ordinary boy. Whence had He His 
wonderful wisdom? Even Mary and Joseph were amazed at see- 
ing Him. How did our Lady express her anxiety? . . . She said: 
“Son, why hast thou done so to us? Behold, thy father and I have 
sought thee sorrowing.”’ Did she mean to reprove our Lord? 
No, she was only giving utterance to her motherly love and distress. 
But did not the Divine Child deserve a reproof? How could He 
stay behind, without saying anything to His parents? Did He not 
fail in His duty to them? No, that was not possible, for He was 
always a model of obedience, always humble and retiring, unwilling 
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to put Himself forward. There must be some mystery concealed 
in His staying behind in Jerusalem and appearing in the Temple. . . . 
The key to the mystery is given us in His reply to our Lady’s 
question. “How is it that you sought Me? Did you not know that 
I must be about My Father's business?” His parents did not 
understand what He meant, but you can easily do so.... He 
meant to say: “It was My Father’s will that I should reveal Myself 
to the world and display My Divine wisdom, and so I stayed behind. 
My Father’s will is higher and more sacred than that of My parents.” 
Our Lord’s answer was intended to teach Mary and Joseph some- 
thing, but in a gentle, loving manner. He wants also to suggest 
very tenderly that the time would come for Him to leave His 
Mother altogether, for such was the holy will of God. His Mother 
kept all these sayings in her heart. Our Lady suspected that some 
deep mystery underlay the behavior of her Divine Child, but it 
was only later that she perceived what it was. Do you understand 
it now? By staying behind and by speaking as He did, our Lord 
foreshadowed, as it were, His public life and ministry; He was on 
this occasion, for the first time, a Divine Teacher, but His appear- 
ance was like a momentary flash of lightning; it was soon over, 
and them He vanished again from the knowledge of men. 

4. The Hidden Life of Jesus.—For eighteen more years our Lord 
lived quietly at Nazareth. We know nothing of this period; it is 
altogether veiled from our eyes. St. Luke tells us nothing except: 
“He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was subject 
to them.’ ‘These few words tell us a great deal; Jesus was a model 
of obedience. Think what that means—the Son of God became a 
humble and obedient Child; the high and holy God was subject to 
poor human beings! What a wonderful thing! And what a mar- 
vellous obedience! He never considered whether He should obey; 
He never argued or complained, but He obeyed His parents’ slight- 
est word or sign. He obeyed them for love of God, for parents are 
God’s representatives, and that is why we serve God when we are 
obedient to them. 

The gospel concludes with the words: “And Jesus advanced in 
wisdom and age, and grace with God and man.’ You already 
know what these words mean. . . . Jesus grew older day by day, 
like any other child, revealing His Divine wisdom more and more, 
like a flower bud opening into a perfect blossom. He became 
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more virtuous and more holy, and so He was loved both by God 
and men. (Cf. Sunday after Christmas.) 

Questions for Repetition—Why have we a record of the Holy 
Family’s journey to Jerusalem to keep the Pasch? . . . How could 
Mary and Joseph lose the Child Jesus? . . . In what words did our 
Lady express the anxiety that she had felt? .. . How did Jesus 
justify His action to His parents? . . . What do we know further 
about our Lord’s early life? ... 

III. AppricaTion: 1. Points for Instruction—(a) Mary found 
her Divine Son in the Temple. Let us think of her sorrow and joy 
when we say the Fifth Joyful Mystery of the Rosary. (b) The 
Child Jesus in the Temple sets you an example how to learn and 
pray. Why did He stay behind in the Temple? ... Our holy 
Mother the Church calls all her children to God’s house every 
Sunday. What is required by the Second Commandment of the 
Church? . . . How do we sin against the Second Commandment? 
.. . Is it enough just to hear Mass? . . . Ought we to be satisfied 
with just hearing Mass? ... (c) Jesus in His parents’ house sets 
us an example of obedience. What do children owe to their par- 
ents? .. . How do children sin against their parents? . . . What 
threat did God utter against wicked children? .. . What reward 
may good children expect? ... 

2. Why did the Church assign this Gospel to to-day? ... 
Hitherto we have been hearing of our Lord’s Infancy; now we 
hear of Him as a Boy. The Church sets Him before us as our 
example, bidding us look at Him. He should be our model both 
in the house of God and at home. Moreover to-day’s Gospel in- 
troduces those of the following Sundays, and to-day for the first 
time we see Jesus as the Divine Teacher. 

3. Our Lord’s example suggests some questions that you will do 
well to ask yourselves. How do you pray? How do you behave 
in church? Do not forget that it is a grace to be allowed to 
pray and go to church. Are you obedient? The Son of God was 
obedient, and yet you often refuse to obey! Remember that unless 
we are obedient, we shall never reach heaven. Our Lord’s Child- 
hood is like a mirror of virtue, and the more you look at it, the more 
beautiful will you become, not in body—for that does not matter— 
but in soul. People ought to be able to say of you too that you are 
advancing in wisdom as well as in age, and in grace with God 
and man. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
THe MARRIAGE AT CANA 


Introduction—This Gospel takes us back to the beginning of 
our Lord’s public life; He was thirty years of age, when He left 
His home at Nazareth and received Baptism at the hands of 
St. John. On the following day He called His first disciples, John 
and Andrew. Andrew said to his brother Simon: “We have found 
the Messias,” and brought him to Jesus. In what way did Christ 
at once distinguish Simon? . . . Why did He give Simon another 
name? ... The fourth disciple called was St. Philip. It was 
enough for our Lord to say to him “Follow Me,” and he was ready 
to be an Apostle. St. John gives us a beautiful account of the call . 
of Nathanael (St. Bartholomew)... . 

With these five disciples Jesus turned towards Galilee, which was 
three days’ journey distant. On the third day they reached Cana, 
where a marriage was taking place. To-day’s Gospel tells us what 
happened there. Cana is a village about five or six miles northeast 
of Nazareth on the slope of a hill. It is surrounded by figtrees, 
and in the valley below is a stream of water, the only one in that 
region. It must have been from this stream that the water was 
drawn, which Jesus turned miraculously into wine. At Jewish 
weddings there was generally a steward of the feast, whose duty 
it was to provide all that was required. He used to taste the 
food and the wine before they were handed to the guests. Asa rule 
a relative or friend of the bridegroom’s was appointed to hold this 
honorable office. It was customary among the Jews for people 
to wash their hands before and after eating, and that was why 
great vessels full of water were standing at the entrance of the 
house—each holding about nine gallons. Now let us read the 
Gospel. 

I. GospeL: John ii, 1-11. 

1. Failure of the wine at the marriage feast. 
2. Our Lady’s remark. 

3. The miracle. 

4. The disciples’ faith. 

I]. ExpLanaTIon: 1. Failure of the wine-—‘“There was a mar- 
riage in Cana of Galilee, and the Mother of Jesus was there.” 
Perhaps you are surprised that our Lady went to a wedding. She 
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may have been related to the family or else a friend of the bride’s. 
There was no doubt a great deal to do and to arrange before the 
marriage, and Mary was always glad to do any act of charity. 
“Jesus also was invited, and His disciples, to the marriage.’ What 
reason can you suggest for this invitation? ... Our Lady had 
probably told the bridal couple that He was in the neighborhood, and 
so the bridegroom, being a hospitable man, invited Him and His 
disciples, so that a larger company than had been expected assem- 
bled at the feast. It is easy to understand why the wine failed, if 
this was the case; arrangements had not been made for so many 
guests. You can imagine the embarrassment of the hosts. What 
were they to do? They were ashamed to say anything in the pres- 
ence of their friends, and they did not know whence to procure 
further supplies. 


2. Our Lady's remark.—Mary was quick to see what was amiss; 
she always sympathizes with good people, and she knew how to 
help them. She did what she had never done before, and, going to 
Jesus, said to Him: “They have no wine.’ Do you understand 
what she meant to suggest? ... She was quietly drawing our 
Lord’s attention to the difficulty and at the same time hinting that 
He could remove it; in fact, she was asking Him to work a miracle. 
What did Jesus say in answer to His Mother’s request? ... 
“Woman, what is it to Me and to thee? My hour is not yet come.” 
How could our Lord refuse so roughly to do what His Mother 
wanted? . . . The words sound harsh, but they are not really so. 
He addressed her as “Woman,” but there is nothing contemptuous 
about the word, it is rather a title of honor, more like Lady with 
us. What was His real meaning? ... He meant to say: “Dear 
Mother, working miracle is not your affair, but Mine and God’s. 
I am no longer your Son now; I am the Messias, and it is not the 
Will of My Heavenly Father that I should perform miracles yet. 
When the time comes, I shall be ready to help.” You see that our 
Lord’s answer conveyed no reproof, but a piece of information to 
His Holy Mother. “His Mother saith to the waiters: ‘Whatso- 
ever He shall say to you, do ye.” You see, our Lady had under- 


stood quite well what Jesus meant; she did not think that He wanted 
to reprove her, but to grant her request. Meantime the wine had 
failed completely, but just where our need is greatest, God is ever 
ready to help; and now the moment had come for our Lord to work 
the miracle. 
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3. The Miracle—What preparations were made for the miracle? 
_.. “There were set there six waterpots of stone.” Jesus ordered 
them to be filled with water, and no sooner was this done than the 
great miracle was accomplished, and over forty-five gallons of water 
were changed into wine. What order did our Lord then give to the 


servants? ... “Draw out now, and carry to the chief steward of 
the feast.’ He was much astonished when he tasted the wine. 
How did he express his surprise? . . . Among the Jews it was the 


custom to serve the best wine first, and afterwards wine of an in- 
ferior quality ; he said, we do the reverse, and serve the best last. 

4. Faith of the disciples—This was Christ’s first great miracle. 
St. John says emphatically: “This beginning of miracles did Jesus in 
Cana of Galilee’’ What was our Lord’s intention in working this 
miracle? . . . He wanted to help the wedding party out of their 
difficulty and to do them a service. Yes, that was one reason, but 
there was another higher one, which the evangelist tells us: “He 
manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.” Our Lord 
wanted to reveal His Divine dignity and power quite plainly for the 
first time, thus strengthening the faith of His disciples. As yet 
they were still like children in their faith, but they were to become 
strong as men, for it would have to be put to a severe test at the 
time of our Lord’s Passion. This miracle undoubtedly made a deep 
impression upon them that they never forgot. 

Questions for Repetition—At whose suggestion had Jesus and 
His disciples been invited to the marriage? . . . What caused the 
bridal party great embarrassment? . . . How did our Lady try to 
help them? ... Explain how our Lord’s answer was not a re- 
proof, but implied His consent to do what she wanted. . . . How 
can we see that our Lady understood what He meant? . . . What 
did Jesus tell the waiters to do? . . . Why was the steward of the 
feast so much astonished? ... What did Jesus effect by this 
great miracle? ... 

III, Aprrication: 1. Points for instruction—(a) Perhaps you 
are surprised that our Lord went to a marriage feast. Whatever 
He did, was done for our instruction. What did He teach us then? 
. .. That Christians may take part in festivities and friendly gath- 
erings, provided that they are orderly and respectable. There is no 
harm in being happy and lighthearted, only we ought never to lose 
sight of our final aim—God and heaven. With regard to any merry- 
making or amusement we ought to ask ourselves: ‘““Would Jesus be 
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present? Is anything going on that is sinful or shameful in the 
eyes of God? Whether you eat or drink or whatsoever else you do, 
do all to the glory of God“ (I. Cor. x, 31). Jesus wanted to teach 
us something else, viz., that marriage is an honorable condition. 
By His presence He blessed the marriage bond, and it was probably 
at Cana in Galilee that He raised matrimony to the dignity of a 
Sacrament. What:does St. Paul say about Christian marriage? 
... “This is a great Sacrament, but I speak in Christ and in the 
Church” (Eph. v, 32). 


(b) The miracle of changing water into wine occurred at the 
beginning of our Lord’s public life. At the end of His Life He 
again changed one thing into another in a far more wonderful way. 
.. . At the Last Supper He changed the wine into His own precious 
Blood. This mysterious change continues to take place in Holy 
Mass. How grateful the bridal party at Cana must have been to 
Jesus for helping them by a miracle! Ought we not to be a 
thousand times more grateful to Him for the miracle of transub- 
stantiation ? 


(c) Our Lord worked His first miracle at the request of His Holy 
Mother. This fact is certainly not without significance. He wished 
to show us how great is our Lady’s influence, and how everything 
comes to us through her. It was for this reason that St. Bernard 
called her “Interceding Omnipotence.” We ought always to have 
childlike confidence in the Holy Mother of God, for she is also our 
Mother. Of all the angels and saints to whom do we owe the 
greatest honor? ... 


(d) Why was not St. Joseph invited to the marriage? .. . He 
must have died during the years of our Lord’s hidden life. Because 
he died so beautiful a death with Jesus and Mary beside him, we 
venerate him as the patron of a holy death. “Jesus, Mary and Jo- 
seph, I give you my heart and my soul.” “Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
assist me in my last agony.” “Jesus, Mary and Joseph, may I 
breathe forth my soul in peace with you.” 


2. Why has the Church assigned this Gospel to the Second Sun- 
day after Epiphany? . . . When Jesus was twelve years old, He 
came forward for the first time as a teacher, showing what He 
would do and be later on. Now He began His public ministry 
with a great miracle, and thus strengthened His first disciples in 
their faith, and induced many of the people to follow Him. The 
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miracle ought to confirm us, too, in our faith and also in our love 
of Jesus. This is the chief thought that we should carry away with 
us to-day. 





THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
Jesus Heats A LEPER AND THE CENTURION’S SERVANT 


Introduction. To-day we are carried in thought to the neigh- 
borhood of the Lake of Genesareth. Near the little town of Caphar- 
naum is the Mountain of the Beatitudes. Whence did it get its 
name? ... The Sermon on the Mount was just over, and our Lord 
was coming down the hill, when on the way He cured two sick 
people, one was suffering from leprosy and the other from palsy. 
Do you know what sort of disease leprosy is? . . . There are still 
lepers in the Holy Land, and they look like walking corpses. Their 
bodies, clothed as a rule in wretched rags, are covered with boils and 
horrible sores; their faces are disfigured, and their eyes are run- 
ning. In many cases sufferers from this dreadful disease lose their 
hands or feet, for the body, whilst still alive, rots away. Leprosy 
used to be regarded as a punishment inflicted by God for impurity 
of life, and was, therefore, considered a disgrace. A poor leper was 
excluded from all intercourse with other people; if any one came 
near him, he had to call out: “Unclean.” Food was put at some 
particular place for him to come and fetch it, as if he were a dog. 
Indeed he had a miserable existence, and it was no wonder that he 
longed for death to release him from it. You all know what palsy 
or paralysis is; like leprosy it is generally incurable. 

I. GospeL. Matth. viii, 1-13. 

1. The leper’s request. 
a.{ 2. Our Lord grants his request. 
3. Our Lord tells the leper what he must do. 
1. The centurion’s request and faith. 
b.{ 2. Our Lord praises his faith. 
3. Cure of the sick man. 

II. EXPLANATION. (a) Cure of the leper. 1. The leper’s re- 
quest.—Jesus was coming down from the mountain, followed by a 
crowd of people, when suddenly a leper met Him. This man had 
plainly heard of the wonderful miracles wrought by our Lord, so 
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he summoned up his courage, forced his way through the crowd, 
and cast himself in adoration at the feet of Christ. His request was 
short and heartfelt: “Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean.” 
What do these words tell us? . . . The poor man was full of faith 
and confidence, as all his behavior proved. 

2. Our Lord grants his request—Jesus felt sorry for the poor 
leper, and was delighted at his firm, though humble faith. Unable 
to refuse what was asked, our Lord replied simply : “J will, be thou 
made clean.” The answer was a short as the prayer. At the 
same time He touched the leper, and heavenly virtue flowed from 
Him, instantly removing the hideous disease. Tell me why Jesus 
touched the sick man? It was not necessary, for His Word was 
sufficient to cure him, but we may be sure that He had some 
reason for doing so. ... He did it for the sake of the people 
around Him; there was to be no mistake about the miracle, and we 
find it easier to believe what we can see with our eyes and touch 
with our hands. This miracle undoubtedly made the people more 
ready to believe the glorious truths that they had just heard during 
our Lord’s sermon on the Mount. 

3. Our Lord tells the leper what to do.—Jesus dismissed the man 
whom He had cured with some words of admonition. “See thou 
tell no man.’ Why was he not to tell anyone? Had Jesus done 
anything wrong? . . . Christ wanted to teach us humanity. When 
we have done any good work, we ought not to go and boast of it, 
like the Pharisees. If it is God’s Will, others will soon find out 
what we have done; God will take care of that. Our Saviour pro- 
ceeded to impose a penance upon the man: “Go, show thyself to 
the priest, and offer the gift which Moses commanded for a testi- 
mony unto them.’ Whenever a leper was cured of his disease, 
he had to go to Jerusalem and show himself to a priest, for it was 
part of the priest’s office to declare people to be clean from leprosy. 
At the same time, in accordance with the law of Moses, he had to 
bring a lamb for sacrifice, and he himself was sprinkled with the 
lamb’s blood and anointed with oil. After that he was regarded 
as clean, and might again associate with others. It seems strange 
that Christ sent the man to a priest. Was He not greater than all 
the priests in the world? . . . The law of Moses had not yet been 
abolished, for it remained in force until Christ had completed His 
sacrifice on the Cross. That was one reason; but the chief one is 
indicated by the words: “for a testimony unto them.’ What do 
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they mean? ... Our Lord was saying to the man: You must 
convince the priests that | am not an enemy to the law; you must 
testify to my being the Messias, so that they too may be cleansed 
from the leprosy of unbelief. 

(b) Cure of the centurion’s servant. 

1. The centurion’s request and faithJesus was on His way to 
Capharnaum when a centurion met Him. (A centurion had a hun- 
dred soldiers under him.) In spite of being a Roman and a pagan, 
he was well-disposed to the Jews. St. Luke says that he had even 
caused a synagogue to be built for them (vii, 5). He came to Jesus 
and said: “Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, and is 
grievously tormented.’ What do these words show?... The 
centurion was very good-natured ; the sick man was only his servant, 
but he cared for him, and loved him, as if he had been a son and 
not a servant. The centurion was ready to believe in Jesus; very 
likely he had heard much about Him and witnessed His miracles. 
Our Lord answered at once: “J will come and heal him.” But the 
centurion did not want our Lord to come; what did he reply? .. . 
“Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldst enter under my roof.” 
How much faith and humility are revealed in these words! The 
centurion meant: “I am not worthy to entertain so great a guest 
in my house, for I am a poor sinner; nor is it necessary that you 
should come; you need only say one word, and my servant will be 
cured.” How did he add emphasis to his meaning? . . . By add- 
ing: “For I also am a man under authority.’ Do you understand 
the comparison? He meant: “I am only a man, a centurion, bound 
to obey orders, yet, when I say anything, my soldiers obey me. 
You have all the forces of nature under your control, and you 
need only give an order, and the sick man will be cured.” 

2. Our Lord praises the centurion’s faith—Jesus was astonished 
at this display of faith, and exclaimed: “Amen I say to you, I have 
not found so great faith in Israel.” But how could Christ be as- 
tonished? Was He not aware of the man’s faith? Of course He 
saw the firm faith in the centurion’s heart, but He spoke thus for 
the sake of the people. The words of praise of the centurion con- 
tain a sharp reproof to the Jews. . . . Look at this pagan’s faith, 
you Jews who are so slow to believe. Our Lord added a solemn 
threat; read the words beginning: “J say to you that many shall 
come.” . . . What does this passage mean? . . . That-many heathen 
of all nations would enter the Church, the Kingdom of God on 
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earth, and so reach heaven; but the Jews, although destined at 
first for heaven, would be thrust down to hell, where they would 
weep and gnash their teeth in pain and fury at their misery, which 
they so richly deserved. 

(3) Cure of the sick man—How did Christ reward the cen- 
turion’s faith? . . . By saying: “Go, and as thou hast believed, so 
be it done to thee.’ No sooner was the word uttered, than the 
servant was cured. This second cure was even more wonderful 
than the first, for Christ touched the leper, but He did not so much 
as see the servant sick of the palsy. 

Question for Repetition—(a) How did the leper by word and 
deed display his faith in Christ? . . . How did our Saviour show 
His power to work miraculous cures? . . . What instructions did 
Jesus give to the man who was cured? .. . Why were these in- 
structions given? ... 

(b) What did the centurion ask of our Lord? ... What dis- 
position was revealed by his request? . . . By what words did the 
centurion show his deep humility and childlike confidence? . . 
What did our Lord say in praise of the centurion? . . . How did 
Jesus foretell to the Jews the punishment that they would receive 
at the last day? ... How was the centurion’s confidence re- 
warded? ... 

III. AppLicaTion. 1. Points for instruction—(a) The leper 
and the centurion both set us a splendid example of faith. What 
is the right sort of faith? . . . When is our faith universal? firm? 
living? ... (b) The centurion sets us also a beautiful example 
of Christian charity. He feels his servant’s suffering as if it were 
his own, and does all in his power for him. When do we love our 
neighbors as ourselves? ... When is charity active? ... Why 
ought we to love our neighbors? ... (c) We ought to learn a 
lesson in humility from the centurion. Whenever Holy Com- 
munion is given, the Church makes use of his words: “Lord, I am 
not worthy that Thou shouldst enter under my roof, but only say 
the word, and my soul shall be healed.” With what faith and hu- 
mility ought we to say these words! Shall we Christians be put 
to shame by a pagan? Think to whom you are going, and who is 
coming to you. Say: “Who art Thou, O Jesus, and what am I? 
Thou are all holy, and I am a wretched sinner, and yet Thou com- 
est to me!” 

{What likeness is there between the cure of the leper and the 
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Sacrament of Penance? . . . Sin is the leprosy of the soul; leprosy 
causes death, and mortal sin leads to eternal death. The leper 
begged earnestly for help, and a sinner too must pray earnestly for 
grace. With a single authoritative word Jesus healed the leper, 
and, by the authority of Christ, a priest pronounces the words that 
cleanse our souls from the leprosy of sin. The leper received a 
penance from Christ; the sinner receives one from the priest. ] 

2. Why is this Gospel read at this point of the ecclesiastical 
year? ... Jesus had been instructing the people, and then He 
strengthened their faith by these two miracles. We, too, have been 
listening to His instructions, and as the year goes on our faith and 
love of Christ ought to grow stronger. This is what the Church 
wishes to impress upon us to-day. There is nothing that strong 
faith cannot effect; the stories of the leper and the centurion teach 
us this lesson. Let us pray: “Lord, increase our faith” (Luke 
XVii, 5). 





PASTORAL PART 


ANALECTA 


NEW DECREES AND DECISIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER 


AND THE ROMAN CONGREGATIONS 


From the Acts of Pius X. 


Motu Proprio dealing with changes to be effected in the 
calendar of feasts. 

All feasts yield to the Dominical. 

Exceptions noted are Trinity Sunday and the Feast of 
the Holy Name. The second, third, and fourth Sundays 
of Lent become Dominicals of the first class. Of days 
within the Octaves only those of doubles of the first class 
are to be kept. Psalms on these days (except during priv- 
ileged Octaves) are to be taken from the Feria. Octave 
days of doubles of the second class are to be celebrated as 
simples. Responses for Scripture occurring are de Tem- 
pore. Only feasts of the first and second class are to be 
transferred. The Congregation of Rites has issued details 
concerning the above changes. 


From the Congregation of the Consistory 


Circular letter to the Bishops of Italy concerning books 
to be used in Italian seminaries and schools. 
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CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 
THE NECESSITY OF SAFEGUARDING LIFE 


Rufus, in love with Leonore, and finding his affection recipro- 
cated, proposes marriage to the young lady. She freely admits 
that she would accept his offer were it not for one seemingly in- 
superable difficulty. Rufus is deformed by the presence of a 
tumor which she considers not only unsightly but even dangerous. 
The distressed lover pleads his cause and finally wins consent under 
condition of the removal of the deformity. Rufus then hastens to a 
surgeon, who assures him that the offending excresence can be 
removed by the knife, but not without fear of danger to life. He 
consents to the operation. In preparation for the ordeal he ap- 
proaches the Sacrament of Penance and there his confessor for- 
bids the operation on the ground that it would be a violation of 
God’s Law prohibiting the endangering of one’s life. He per- 
sists and is sent away without absolution. Did the confessor have 
the right view of the case? 

Answer. While it is never lawful to do anything that is equiva- 
lently suicide, it is lawful to do that which is indifferent in se 
though it involves the possibility of death, provided we seek some 
immediate good effect, our intention is not to cause death, and there 
exists a sufficient reason to allow the evil that may possibly follow 
from the doing of such an action. Where no grave cause sanctions 
the doing of the action in question, the act is highly unlawful, it 
is grievously sinful. Now a legitimate cause includes an action 
involving the production of good not only for the community, but 
may even extend to the good of the individual. Where then a 
substantially weighty benefit accrues to the members of society from 
the jeopardizing of human life, the seeking of that good is entirely 
licit. Where, too, the aforesaid benefit comes to a single member 
of the community, that good may be sought even at the risk of 
life to the individual in question. This holds with the proviso that 
the risk involved be not too great, and hence that there be some 
reasonable proportion between the good to be accomplished and 
the risk to be assumed. Where on the other hand there is no ade- 
quate reason for the risk, no sufficient good to the individual or 
to the community, then no one would be allowed to place himself 
in the proximate danger of death, or in the probable danger of such 
an evil. 

311 





312 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


Applying the principles just stated to the proposed case, we must 
determine whether there exists sufficient reason for the induction 
of the peril that is feared on the part of the deformed Rufus. In 
the determination of this question we must find out how great 
the risk is that he is willing to run. Is it great or negligible? Is it 
merely a possible danger, or is it gravely probable? Rufus is 
not concerned about the improvement to his personal appearance 
except in as far as it will help him to obtain Leonore as his wife. 
This he considers a great good for his life and no doubt we can 
admit the force of his reasoning in the matter, provided the risk 
he runs is not out of proportion to that universally accepted good. 
The surgeon whom he consulted has informed him that there is 
some danger. However we must bear in mind that modern methods 
of surgery, combined with the great skill of modern surgeons, have 
certainly and materially reduced the danger at one time attendant 
upon surgical operations. So that it is safe to conclude that op- 
erations formerly full of danger are now permissible, because of 
the lack of that danger. The death-rate to-day following opera- 
tions is hardly more than two per cent. This is so small that it can 
safely be neglected. This would be our view of the case before 
us. The danger to the patient would bear no undue proportion to the 
good that he hopes for from marriage with Leonore. Hence we 
would admit that he has sufficient reason to permit of his under- 
going the operation to remove the impediment to his desired mar- 
riage. It would be a serious hardship to the community to pro- 
hibit such operations, particularly in cases where, as in the present, 
the good to be effected far outweighs the concomitant danger, 
especially in cases where the danger is more possible than prob- 
able, more imaginary than real. The confessor did not give a proper 
decision in the case. He should have absolved and encouraged, not 
discouraged his already distressed penitent. 





